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       Leonia Swim Team

       Leonia N.J. 07605











March 1, 2016
Dear Leonia Swim Team Parents/Guardians:

It is that time of year when we begin to long for the warm days of summer.  This letter will provide you with the latest information regarding the 2016 Leonia Swim Team.  

· We are always looking for new swimmers, especially in the 5 – 6 age groups.  

ALL SWIMMERS MUST BE MEMBERS OF THE LEONIA POOL.
· If you are interested in becoming a Swim Team Sponsor, attached is Sponsor Form.  This tax-deductible donation will help our team to meet its financial needs.     
If you are interested in joining the Swim Team Parents Association, contact    Donna Centrella at leoniaswims@yahoo.com
· At this time, while we do not have the actual dates for the swim meets, here are some dates/items you should know.

· Saturday, June 4   8:30 – 10:30 AM – Swim Team walk-in registration at Leonia Swim Club.  
· Saturday, June 4   Swim suit ordering – Metro Swim Shop will be at Leonia Swim Club from 8:30am-11:00am
· Saturday, June 4     8:30 AM - the Recreation Commission will be conducting sign-up for both group and private swim lessons.   Reminder:  please bring extra checks with you, especially if you are signing up separately for swim lessons with the Leonia Recreation Department.
· Saturday, June11  8:45 AM - Testing for new swimmers and those swimmers entering the 9/10 group for the first time.
· Saturday, June 11th     9:00 AM – First swim team practice and the Swim Team Parents Meeting to be held at the pool – all parents must attend 
· Saturday, June 18th  7:30-11:30 pm Sports Boosters Dinner Dance at Leonia Recreation Center.
In 2016, in addition to the “walk-in” registration outlined above, we will be taking applications at the Leonia Recreation Center at 370 Broad Avenue.  Submit forms along with a check payable to Leonia Swim Team. No cash or credit cards will be accepted. 

Your cancelled check will be your receipt.  If you would like to pay by cash you must register on June 4th at the Leonia Swim Club, beginning at 8:30 AM;
· Email Donna Centrella (leoniaswims@yahoo.com) with questions regarding registration.

AGE GROUP and TESTING REQUIREMENTS

· All new swimmers must be tested
· Swimmers entering the 9/10 category for the first time will be tested
· Returning swimmers need not be tested

· Testing will be conducted at the first team practice (Saturday, June 11 – 8:45AM – ¼ hour earlier than the team practice).

	Age
	Requirement

	5/6
	Must be able to independently get across the shallow end of the pool

	7/8
	Must be able to swim 25 meters free-style competently

	9/10
	Must be able to dive off the block & competently swim 25 meters free-style and 25 meters of one other competitive stroke

	11/17
	Must be able to dive off the block & competently swim 50 meters free-style and 50 meters of one other competitive stroke


FEES

Fees, whether mail-in or walk-in registration - $60 for the 1st swimmer, $50 for 2nd, $40 for 3rd and up. 
SWIM SUITS

The suits are the same as last year; Metro Swim Shop will attend our meeting on June 4th for fitting, suits will be available to order from Metro in person and online through the portal.
PARENT MEETING and VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP

There will be a meeting of all swim team parents/guardians during the first practice - Saturday June 11th, at 9:00 AM.  This is your opportunity to express your opinion, desires and suggestions.     

As in past years, the swim team must have your involvement to ensure a safe, successful season.  In an effort to equally share the duties and responsibilities of running and participating in the swim meets, it is mandatory that each family contributes time to one of the necessary tasks. Information on how you can volunteer your efforts to support the team will be discussed at the Parent Meeting on June 4th.
Listed below are team policies and responsibilities for swimmers and parents.
POLICIES

Here is a list of the policies that Coaches will be following:

· Every swimmer must attend at least one practice during the week to be eligible to compete in the Swim Meets. 

· Coaches will determine which event(s) a child enters during Swim Meets primarily based on, but not limited to, their recorded times.  Coaches will also take into account overall team strength in certain strokes; number of events one swimmer can participate in; and the need to have swimmers available for relay teams, among other considerations.

· Parents should not discuss nor try to influence the decisions of the coaches as to who swims what events at the Swim Meets. This topic will be discussed in detail at the Parents meeting – June 4th. 

· Ribbons will be awarded to all “heat” winners.  Participant ribbons will be given to all swimmers.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF SWIM TEAM PARENTS

1. Parents of children ages 5 – 9 must be at the pool during practice.  If you are unable to do so, please arrange for another adult, not with another swim team member.  Reminder: Volunteers are always needed to work behind the concession counter
2. Please ensure swimmers are prompt and on time for practices and meets. Swimmers may arrive 10 minutes earlier to get ready for practices.  You will be notified of any changes in scheduling.

3. Parents are responsible for their child’s transportation to and from Swim Meets.  Directions to all pools will be posted on our website: http://leoniaswimteam.swim-team.us.

4. Parents will be informed when they will be asked to donate baked goods, cup cakes, donuts, fruit, etc., for resale at the Snack Bar during home meets.  The proceeds go back to our children, in that they are used for meet fees and to pay coaches.

5. To eliminate confusion, parents are to stay off the deck and out of the swimmer's area during all Swim Meets.

6. Our Leonia Swim Team website and Facebook page will be updated regularly. We ask you to please refer to them for the latest information regarding scheduling, notices, etc.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF TEAM SWIMMERS

1.
Swimmers are to come to practices and Swim Meets on time.

2.
Bring sweatshirts, sweatpants, and towels to practices and meets.  Please have your name on everything to prevent loss or mix up.

2. Notify coaches, ASAP, if you will be missing a meet. Please make sure to provide vacation dates to your coaches.

5.
You must stay in the designated area for Leonia Swimmers at our away meets.  Each swimmer is responsible to be ready for his/her event at Swim Meets.

6.
We will show everyone we have the best TEAM SPIRIT!!!!   Good sportsmanship is our motto.
      Leonia Swim Team

       Leonia N.J. 07605

Leonia Swim Team Sponsor Form

Please Support the Leonia Swim Team by being a Sponsor.  This can be easily done with a tax deductible donation of $100.00.  
Sponsor Name: ___________________________________________________

Name of Organization:

Address:

