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       Leonia Swim Team

       Leonia N.J. 07605











March 2013
Dear Leonia Swim Team Parents/Guardians:

Hello!  Well it is that time of year when we begin to dream of the warm summer days.  This letter will provide you the latest information regarding the Leonia Swim Team.  

· We are always looking for new swimmers, especially in the 5 – 6 age groups.  

If you know of someone who may be interested, inform them to come to the Swim Team booth at Leonia Day.  ALL SWIMMERS MUST BE MEMBERS OF THE LEONIA POOL.
· If you are interested in becoming a Swim Team Sponsor, enclosed is an application.  This tax-deductible donation is a great advertising tool and will help our team to meet its financial needs.  Call Barbara Ryan (461-6725) for more information.  

· If you are interested in joining the Swim Team Parents Association, contact Barbara or see us at the Swim Team Booth at Leonia Day

· Although at this time, we do not have the actual dates for the swim meets, there are some dates/items you should know.

Next, are some dates for your calendar –

· Sunday, May 19th, Leonia Day - Swim team Registration 
· Saturday, June 1st   8:30 – 10:30 AM – walk-in registration 

· Saturday, June 1st    8:30 AM - the Recreation Commission will be conducting sign-up for both group and private swim lessons.   Reminder:  please bring extra checks with you, especially if you are signing up separately for swim lessons with the Leonia Recreation Department.
· Saturday, June 8th  8:45 AM - Testing for new swimmers and those swimmers entering the 9/10 group for the first time.
· Saturday, June 8th – Swim suit ordering – Metro Swim Shop
· Saturday, June 8th    9:00 AM – First swim team practice and the Swim Team Parents Meeting  to be held at the pool – all parents must attend 
· Saturday, June 15th  7:30 – 11:30 PM Sports Boosters Dinner Dance Leonia Pool

In 2013, the Leonia Swim Team will again be limited to a specific number of participants in each age group.  In the past few years, we were able to accommodate all swimmers.  This year we will continue with mail-in registration for the Swim Team.   Once again, this means that you do not have to queue up in line at the pool to register your child(ren) for the Swim Team.  Swim lessons are not part of the mail-in process.  Swim lesson sign-ups are administrated by the Recreation Commission and will be held on June 2nd .  Below is a description of how the Swim Team mail-in registration process works. 

MAIL-IN REGISTRATION PROCESS

· read the enclosed registration form(s) for your child(ren);

· add/change any information to the pre-printed form;

· sign the form;

· make a check payable to LEONIA SWIM TEAM;

· mail the form(s) and check, as soon as possible, to:

Leonia Swim Team
C/O Barbara Ryan

421 Broad Ave. #B5
Leonia, NJ  07605-1421

· your cancelled check will be your receipt.  If you would like to pay by cash or you do not wish to register by mail, you must register on June 1st  , beginning at 8:30 AM;

· registration will be closed on June 1st    at 10:30 AM;

· Call Barbara Ryan (461-6725) with questions regarding mail-in registration.

AGE GROUP and TESTING REQUIREMENTS

· All new swimmers must be tested;

· Swimmers entering the 9/10 category for the first time will be tested;

· Returning swimmers need not be tested;

· Testing will be conducted at the first team practice (Saturday, June 8th – 8:45AM – ¼ hour earlier than the team practice).

	Age
	Requirement

	5/6
	must be able to independently get across the shallow end of the pool

	7/8
	must be able to swim 25 meters free-style competently

	9/10
	must be able to dive off the block & competently swim 25 meters free-style and 25 meters of one other competitive stroke

	11/17
	must be able to dive off the block & competently swim 50 meters free-style and 50 meters of one other competitive stroke


FEES

Fees should be paid at the time of mail-in registration - $60 for the 1st swimmer, $50 for 2nd, $40 for 3rd and up. 
SWIM SUITS

The suits are the same as last year; Metro Swim Shop will attend our meeting on June 8th for fitting, suits will be available to order from Metro in person and online through the portal.
PARENT MEETING and VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP

There will be a meeting of all swim team parents/guardians during the 1st practice - Saturday June 8th, at 9:00 AM.  This is your opportunity to express your opinion, desires and suggestions.  We also encourage you to become an active member of the Leonia Swim Team Parents Association.  

As in past years, the swim team must have your assistance to ensure a safe, successful season.  In an effort to equally share the duties and responsibilities of running and participating in the swim meets, it is mandatory that each family contributes time to one of the necessary tasks.  If you are unable to donate your time, an additional fee may be required. We are collecting a $50.00 volunteer fee from all families; your check will be returned if you fulfill your volunteer obligation.
POLICIES 

The items adopted at the beginning of last season are still in effect. The list below summarizes those items:

· Any child who does not participate in at least one practice during the week will not be allowed to participate in the Saturday swim meet. 

· Ribbons will be awarded to all “heat” winners.  Participant ribbons will be given to all swimmers.

· Determining which event a child swims during a meet will be determined by, but not limited to, their recorded times.  Swimmer’s times are not the only consideration in the coach’s decision. 

· Times will be recorded on Fridays and at all meets. 

· Questions concerning which events your child’s participates in at meets should be directed toward the Swim Team Parent Liaison.  Parents should not discuss their concerns with the coaches directly.  This topic will be discussed in detail at the Parents meeting – June 9th. 

The Steering committee is looking forward to an exciting, fun-filled and successful season.  If you have any questions, please Barbara Ryan (461-6725).
Thank you for your cooperation!!

Leonia Swim Team Parents Steering Committee

Contact us at: Leoniaswimming@aol.com

RESPONSIBILITIES OF SWIM PARENTS

1.
 Parents of children ages 5 – 9 must be at the pool during practice.  If you are unable to do so, please make arrangements with another adult, not with another swim team member.   Reminder:  Volunteers are always needed to work behind the concession counter with Barbara Ryan during the weekday morning swim practices.  If you are there with your child in the morning, why not volunteer to help out at the concession stand?  
2.
Please have swimmers prompt to practices and meets.  Practice is from 8:30 AM to 9:30AM.  Swimmers may arrive 10 minutes earlier to get ready and do warm-ups.  You will be notified of any changes in scheduling.

3.
Parents are responsible for their child’s transportation to and from swim meets.  Directions to all pools are enclosed.

4.
Parents will be informed when to bring baked goods, cup cakes, donuts, etc., to home meets.  The proceeds go back to our children.

5.
There will be a telephone tree for further messages and a swim team bulletin board at the pool to keep you informed.  Please read the board so you will be kept up to date with all activities and changes in scheduling.
6.
To eliminate confusion, parents are to stay off the deck and out of the swimmer's area during all meets.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF TEAM SWIMMERS

1.
Come to practice and meets on time.

2.
Bring sweatshirts, sweatpants, and towels to practice and meets.  Please have your name on everything to prevent loss or mix up.

3. Notify coaches, ASAP, if you will be missing a meet. Please make sure your vacation dates are given to your coaches.

4. Coaches will decide what strokes you will be swimming at all meets.  

5.
Swimmers should stay in the designated area for Leonia Swimmers at our away meets.  The swimmer is responsible to be ready for his/her event.  

6.
We will show everyone we have the best TEAM SPIRIT!!!!   Good sportsmanship is our motto.
       Leonia Swim Team

       Leonia N.J. 07605

Leonia Swim Team Sponsor Form

Please Support the Leonia Swim Team by being a Sponsor.  This can be easily done with a tax deductible donation of $100.00.  
Sponsor Name: ___________________________________________________

Name of Organization:

Address:

