Minutes

Leonia Board of Adjustment

Thursday January 22, 2009

Borough Annex

8:00 pm

Members present:  Mr. Bach, Mr. Chace, Mr. McCartney, Mr. Patti

Members absent:  Mrs. Marchant, Mr. Rovelli

Also present:  Mr. Alampi, Mr. Carter, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Peters

Meeting called to order at 8:00 pm

Roll call, salute to the flag, announcement of proper notice of meeting

Minutes of December 2008:

Motion to approve with the following correction: 

New Business:

Board member Bill Russell was one of the presenters.

A motion was made by Mr. Patti   Second:  Mr. Chace

Passed by a vote of 4 yes (Bach, Chace, McCartney, Patti)

                                0 no

Councilman Frank Raucci welcomed new and current Board Members and thanked them for their efforts.

Board Business:

Mr. Ziegler and Mr. Petti were thanked for their time of service on the Board.

William Russell is now a member of the Planning Board and he was thanked for his efforts.

It was announced that Board Member Franks Rovelli’s wife passed away and the Board will send condolences to the family.

Oath of office to new members:

Attorney Alampi swore in the following members of the zoning Board:

Mr. Fromholtz

Mr. Fusco

Mrs. Rodriquez

Reorganization 2009:

Attorney Alampi chaired this portion of the meeting.

Motion to nominate James Bach as Zoning Board Chairman:  Mr. Patti Second: Mr. Chace

Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Bach, Chace, Fromholtz, Fusco, Patti, Rodriquez)

                                1 no (McCartney)
Mr. Bach now chairs the remainder of the meeting.

Motion to nominate Frank Patti as Zoning Board Vice Chairman:  Mr. Bach   Second: Mr. Chace

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Bach, Chace, Fromholtz, Fusco, McCartney, Patti, Rodriquez)

                                0 no

Appointment of Administrative Secretary (Laura Schuster), motion to approve:  Mr. Bach

Second:  Mr. Chace

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Bach, Chace, Fromholtz, Fusco, McCartney, Patti, Rodriquez)

                                0 no

Appointment of Recording Secretary (Tina Evans), motion to approve:  Mr. Patti

Second:  Mr. Chace

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Bach, Chace, Fromholtz, Fusco, McCartney, Patti, Rodriquez)

                                0 no

Appointment of Carmine Alampi as Zoning Board Attorney, motion to approve:  Mr. Bach Second:  Mr. Chace

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Bach, Chace, Fromholtz, Fusco, McCartney, Patti, Rodriquez)

                                0 no

Appointment of Robert Costa as zoning Board engineer, motion to approve: Mr. Chace

Second:  Mr. Patti

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Bach, Chace, Fromholtz, Fusco, McCartney, Patti, Rodriquez)

                                0 no

Confirmation of 2009 meeting dates:

Motion to approve:  Mr. Fromholtz  Second: Mr. Patti

Passed by unanimous vote.

New Application:

File#2009-1 Robert Chase, 86 Glenwood Road

Ron Chace was recused from this case.

Attorney Alampi reviewed all paperwork and deemed it complete.

Robert Chace (applicant) and Peter Pulice (architect) were sworn in. Mr. Chace testified that he and his wife purchased the home and would like to update and renovate it before they move in. Plans include demolishing the garage and adding a new two car garage.

Marked, as evidence was A1- 5 sheets dated 12/29/08

Also marked was A2-photo Board. 

Mr. Pulice testified that the design of the home would be in keeping with the look of the neighborhood.

The Board questioned Mr. Pulice. 

The Board requested that the lowest level of the home be listed as a cellar. They also discussed drainage issues. 

The meeting was open to the public. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting was then closed. 

There was a Board discussion.

Motion to approve:  Mr. Patti Second: McCartney

Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Bach, Frumholtz, Fusco, McCartney, Patti, Rodriguez)

                                0 no

Board Business:

The Board discussed the 2008 Annual Report. 

Motion to adopt as amended (remove section 3 paragraph regarding decks) Mr. Chace Second:  Mr. .Patti

Passed by unanimous vote

There was a Board discussion regarding non-conforming uses for decks. The fees for variance applications for decks were also discussed.  Decks will be one of the topics proposed for discussion in a letter to the Mayor and Council and Planning Board.

Motion to adjourn: Mr. Fusco  Second: Mr. Patti

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm

Respectfully submitted:

Tina Evans
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