Minutes

Leonia Planning Board
Wednesday January 28, 2009

7:30 pm

Borough Annex

Members present:  Mr. Baron, Mr. Bevacqua, Mr. Chung, Mayor Heveran, Mr. Kim, Ms. Lieblich, Mr. Pacicco, Mr. Petti, Ms. Pokrywa, and Councilman Puzzo

Also present:  Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Schuster, Mr. Costa, Mr. Lodato (substituting for Alampi), and Mr. Peters

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm

Roll call, salute to the flag, announcement of proper notice of meeting

Mr. Pacicco informed the members that Board Attorney Carmine Alampi’s brother suddenly passed away that morning.  A moment of silence followed.

Oath of office:

William Russell was sworn in as the full member of the Planning Board. 

Minutes:

Motion to approve with the following corrections:

Start time is 7:30

Typo on page 2

Motion made by Mr. Baron Second:  Mr. Pacicco

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Heveran, Kim, Pacicco, Petti, Pokrywa, Puzzo)

                                   0 no

Reorganization 2009:

Election of Chairperson - Motion to nominate Joseph Bevacqua as Chairperson:  Mr. Pacicco   

Second:  Ms. Lieblich

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Chung, Heveran, Lieblich, Pacicco, Petti, Pokrywa, Puzzo, Russell)
                                   0 no

  

           1 abstain

Election of Vice-Chairpersons-Motion to nominate Robert Baron and Robert Pacicco as Vice Chairpersons:  Mayor Heveran

Second:  Councilman Puzzo

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Bevacqua, Chung, Heveran, Kim, Lieblich, Petti, Pokrywa, Puzzo, Russell)

                                  0 no

    

          2 abstain

Motion to select Planning Board Administrative secretary (Laura Schuster):  Ms. Lieblich 

Second:  Mayor Heveran

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Heveran, Lieblich, Pacicco, Pokrywa, Puzzo, Russell)

                                    0 no

Motion to select planning Board Recording Secretary (Tina Evans):  Ms. Lieblich

Second:  Councilman Puzzo

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Heveran, Lieblich, Pacicco, Pokrywa, Puzzo, Russell)

                                    0 no

Motion to select Planning Board Attorney (Carmine Alampi):  Councilman Puzzo 

Second:  Mr. Pacicco

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Heveran, Lieblich, Pacicco, Pokrywa, Puzzo, Russell)

                                    0 no

Motion to select Planning Board Engineer (Robert Costa):  Mr. Pacicco

Second:  Mayor Heveran

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Heveran, Lieblich, Pacicco, Pokrywa, Puzzo, Russell)



            0 no
Motion to select H2M as Planning Board Planner:  Mayor Heveran  

Second: Ms. Pokrywa

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Heveran, Lieblich, Pacicco, Petti, Pokrywa, Puzzo)

                                0 no

Confirmation of 2009 Hearing Dates
Motion to approve:  Mr. Pacicco   Second:  Councilman Puzzo

Passed by unanimous vote

Members were reminded that they are responsible for taking the NJPO course

New Application:

File#2009-01 JOP Brothers, LLC 378-382 Broad Avenue

The Board requested that the applicant hire a Court Reporter to transcribe the meeting and provide a copy to the Planning Board office. They also requested that the applicant have Court Reporter present at all future meetings.

Kevin Kennedy, Attorney for the applicant addressed the Board. 

Attorney Lodato deemed all necessary paperwork complete.

John Kwak was sworn in and gave testimony as one of the applicants.  Marked as evidence were the following:

A1-Plans and report from Remo, LLC dated 12/16/08

A2- XL Architects, LLC dated 12/19/08

A3- Storm water management report dated 12/19/08

A4-Application form

A5-Exhibit package

A6-Exterior Matrix

Mr. Kwak testified that the proposed plans for the property would be as follows:

1st floor-retail

2nd floor-office/commercial

3rd floor-residential, which will be 6 two-bedroom apartments

He further stated that they will be responsible for their own refuse and will hire private contractors. They will not be responsible for bulk, yard and white goods. 

Mr. Kwak discussed fire requirements, underground utilities, security and landscaping.

A basement plan was presented to the Board. One half of the basement will be used for retail storage. There will be two mechanical rooms. 

The applicant is seeking a parking waiver and this was discussed in great detail. They are proposing 17 spaces and are deficient a total of 63 spaces.

Mr. Kwak proposed the following: 
· Renting 25 spaces for building employees in the Borough’s municipal lot

· Donating $100,000 to the Leonia special parking fund

· Leasing parking spaces from a local church

The Board questioned Mr. Kwak.

Mark Remo, the applicants Engineer and Planner was sworn in and gave testimony.  He gave the Board an overall description of the property.  Mr. Remo addressed Robert Costa’s Engineering review of the application.  He also addressed lighting and landscaping issues as well as fencing. 

Mr. Remo was informed that all drainage issues would need to be addressed and that the Board is requesting additional landscaping.

The meeting was open to the public for public comments.  The following people came forward:

John Choe 154 Woodridge Place - he is opposed to this proposed development

Georgia Connell 396 Broad Avenue - she expressed concern about traffic flow and stated that as one of the Trustees of United Methodist Church she is not agreeable to the applicant renting spaces from the Church.  She further stated that the Church has not had any meetings with the developer to discuss parking.
Dr. Frank Livell 311 Oakdene Avenue - read from a prepared statement that he is opposed to the proposed development project

Robert Deitch 129 Woodridge Place - opposed to the proposed development project

Ernest Liberatore 121 Woodridge Place - opposed to the proposed development project

At this time the Mayor Heveran made a motion to extend the time of the meeting from 10:00pm until 10:30pm. A second was made by Councilman Puzzo.  The vote to extend the time was unanimous.
Mark Spiegel 122 Wood Terrace - opposed and in particular is concerned about traffic and the maintenance of the property

Tony Kowidge 419 Broad Avenue - opposed and in particular is concerned about the height of the building and the parking shortage.

Cathy Levy 215 Fort Lee Road - feels that the design of the building and the “Look” are wrong for Leonia.  She suggested a brick façade.

Marcia Wilson 259 Leonia Avenue - strongly opposed this proposed development

Peter Pulice 344 Broad Avenue - feels that the design is inadequate and ill conceived. He expressed concern about grading.  He suggested that the Board hire an independent planner.

The public portion of the meeting was then closed. 

After a discussion, the Board informed the applicant that they would like him to provide a Traffic Study.
Motion to have the applicant provide a Traffic Study:  Councilman Puzzo Second:  Mr. Pacicco

Passed by unanimous vote.

This application is continued until February.  Mr. Kennedy agreed to a time extension. The applicant agreed to provide a court reporter and transcript for all future meetings and will submit all secured parking arrangements on a site plan.

Master Plan:

Kelly Pokrywa reported that Janice Tally has left the H2M Company.  Although this will lead to a short delay, she has been assured that H2M will make up the time and keep them on schedule.

Board Business:

Ms. Lieblich expressed disappointment that Mr. Stenken was not reappointed and would like to have a resolution prepared for him thanking him for his years of service. 

Council Liaison Report:

Councilman Puzzo stated that it would be a difficult year budget wise.

Motion to adjourn:  Mr. Pacicco   Second: Councilman Puzzo

Meeting adjourned at 10:35 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Tina Evans
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