Minutes

Leonia Planning Board

Wednesday

February 25, 2009

7:30 pm

Borough Annex  

Members present: Mr. Baron, Mr. Bevacqua, Mr. Chung, Mayor Heveran, Ms.Lieblich, Mr.Pacicco, Mr. Petti (7:40), Ms. Pokrywa, Councilman Puzzo, Mr. Russell

Members absent:  Mr. Kim
Also present:  Mr. Alampi, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Peters, Mrs. Schuster

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm

Roll call, announcement of proper notice of meeting, salute to the flag

Minutes of January 2009

Motion to approve with the following corrections:

Election of Vice Chairmen

The vote should reflect that there were two abstaining members (Baron, Pacicco)

Election of Chairperson

The vote should reflect that there was one abstaining members (Bevacqua) 

Motion to approve:  Mayor Heveran Second: Councilman Puzzo

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Heveran, Lieblich, Pacicco, Pokrywa, Puzzo, Russell)

                                    0 no

Announcement:

File#2009-2 JOP Brothers, LLC      378-382 Broad Avenue

Case continued until March 25th
New Application:

File#2009-02 Digitobi, Roscoe International, Inc   328 Broad Avenue

Mr. Pacicco recused himself from this case.

Clifford Rotolo, Attorney for the applicant addressed the Board. Attorney Alampi deemed all paperwork complete.

Eric Kim, applicant was sworn in and gave testimony.  He stated that he would like to open a retail store selling phones and wireless products.

The hours of operation will be Monday through Saturday 10:00am until 8:00pm. He will employ 1-2 employees. 

Marked as evidence:  A1- Floor Plan

                                   A2- Storefront elevations

                                   A3- 6 photographs

The Board questioned the applicant. He stated that they will not make any structural changes and that the facade will stay the same.

The applicant was informed that TV screens are prohibited from facing out towards the street. Blinking signs are also prohibited.  He was also informed that window treatments are subject to the approval of the construction official.

The basement must be used for storage only and employees must park in the Municipal Lot.

The meeting was open to the public. The following people came forward:

Kwang Ohm and his son Jin Ohm who acted as a translator for his father.  Both men were sworn in.

Kwang Ohm is opposed to the opening of this store.  He currently owns a cellular store on Broad Avenue that carries the same products.  He stated that if this additional store opens then he would lose his franchise.

The public portion of the meeting was then closed.

There was a Board discussion.

Motion to approve:  Councilman Puzzo  Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Petti, Pokrywa, Puzzo, Russell)

                                2 no (Heveran, Lieblich)

Resolution:

A resolution on behalf of Mr. Stenken and his years of service to the Board was read.

Motion to memorialize resolution:  Ms. Lieblich Second:  Mr. Baron

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Heveran, Lieblich, Pacicco, Pokrywa, Puzzo, Russell)

                                    0 no

Board Business:

An Ordinance Review Subcommittee has been formed. Mr. Baron agreed to chair and the committee members are Mr. Pacicco and Mr. Russell.

H2M Master Plan - Ms. Pokrywa distributed a report that was sent late to her by H2M. She requested that the Board give her feedback.

Mr. Peters discussed the Time of Decision Rule regarding ordinance changes and the time of decision doctrine.

Mr. Costa and the Board discussed green buildings.  There was a brief discussion regarding sustainability and information was given to Board members. 

Propose ordinance changes (4 ordinances) were circulated to the Board.  Attorney Alampi requested feedback from all Board members.  Comments will be sent to the ordinance review sub committee.

Ms. Schuster will work with attorney Alampi on fee changes.
The Board briefly discussed street protection from roll off dumpsters.

Motion to adjourn:  Councilman Puzzo Second:  Mayor Heveran

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm

Respectfully submitted:

Tina Evans
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