Minutes

Leonia Planning Board
Wednesday May 27, 2009

7:30 pm

Borough Annex

Members present: Mr. Baron, Chairman Bevacqua, Mr. Chung, Mayor Heveran, Ms. Lieblich, Mr. Pacicco, Mr. Petti, Councilman Puzzo, Mr. Russell

Members absent: Mr. Kim, Ms. Pokrywa

Also present: Mr. Alampi, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Peters, Mrs. Schuster

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm

Roll call, salute to the flag, announcement of proper notice of meeting

Minutes 

Motion to waive the reading of the March and April 2009 minutes:

Mr. Baron   Second: Mr. Pacicco

Passed by unanimous vote

Motion to approve March 2009 minutes: Councilman Puzzo   Second: Mr. Pacicco

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Bevacqua, Heveran, Lieblich, Pacicco, Petti, Puzzo, Russell)

                                0 no

2 abstained (Baron, Chung)

Motion to approve April 2009 minutes: Councilman Puzzo  Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by a vote of 8 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Lieblich, Pacicco, Petti, Puzzo, Russell)

                                0 no

                                1 abstained (Mayor Heveran)

Resolution:

File#2009-02 Digitobi, Rosco International, Inc 328 Broad Avenue

Motion to approve: Councilman Puzzo   Second: Mr. Russell

Passed by a vote of 4 yes (Bevacqua, Petti, Puzzo, Russell)

                                0 no 

New Business Applications:
File#2009-10 Bharat Kanjilia, Leonia News, 338 Broad Avenue 

Board members Baron, Chung and Pacicco recused themselves from this application.

Bharat Kanjilia, applicant, was sworn in and gave testimony. He stated that he has an existing business and is moving it to a new location. He further stated that other than replacing the awning, he would not be making any exterior changes. 

Marked, as evidence was A1-color picture of proposed awning providing proposed colors, lettering and dimensions. 

Mr. Kanjilia informed the Board that he will be open 7 days a week and will employ 2 additional people. There is parking for the employees behind his store. 

The Board asked the applicant to make sure that the address is place on the awning. They also informed him that the phone number is not allowed.

The meeting was open to the public. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting was then closed.

Motion to approve: Councilman Puzzo   Second: Mr.Petti

Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Bevacqua, Heveran, Lieblich, Petti, Puzzo, Russell)

                                0 no

File#2009-11 Jang Yong Park, Finest Cleaners, 134 Fort Lee Road

Jang Yong Park was sworn in and gave testimony. He was seeking a Change of Occupancy. He stated that the Dry Cleaners would be dropping off only. 

Juyoung Kim was sworn in and acted as translator for Mr. Park. Through her, Mr. Park also stated the following:

· There will be no interior or exterior changes

· He is keeping the same sign and not changing the business name

· There will be drop off shoe repair

· The band along the window will remain

There will be one full time and one part time employee.

There was a Board discussion.

Motion to approve: Councilman Puzzo   Second: Mr. Pacicco

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Heveran, Lieblich, Pacicco, Petti, Puzzo, Russell)

                                0 no

Board Business:

Attorney Alampi and the Board discussed the possibility of increasing the application fees. He will review the fee structures that other towns have in place. 

Motion to have Attorney Alampi review fee schedules from other towns and work with Laura Schuster to have a letter sent to the Mayor and Council suggesting a fee increase: 

Mr. Baron       Second:  Ms. Lieblich

Motion carries

Master Plan Review Committee:

Chairman Bevacqua reported for Ms. Pokrywa that an initial draft report would be coming soon. Attorney Alampi will attend the next committee. A presentation will be made to the planning Board and public comments will also be sought.

Board Information:

It was announced that if you cannot attend a meeting please contact Laura Schuster in advance.

Construction Official/Zoning Official:

Mr. Peters reported that the Leonia Senior Housing project is moving ahead.

There was a brief discussion about the Montessori School. Ms. Schuster drafted a letter to the Board and Fire Prevention was copied.

Citizens:

Marcia Wilson,  259 Leonia Avenue 

Ms. Wilson asked for clarification of some of the issues discussed at the meeting.

Motion to adjourn: Ms. Lieblich   Second:  Mayor Heveran

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm

Respectfully submitted:

Tina Evans
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