
Minutes

Leonia   Planning Board

Wednesday August 26, 2015
Borough Annex

7:30 p.m.

Members present: Mr. Botten, Mr. Cassano, Chairman Chace, Mayor DeSimone, Mr. Ford, Councilman Minichiello, Mr. Russell, Mr. Stenken, Ms. Roland, Mr. Poretzky, Mr. Wilds, Ms. Olivieri

Members absent: Mr. Petti

Also present: Attorney Steinhagen, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Terhune, Mr. Melfi
Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m.

Roll call, announcement of proper notice of meeting, salute to the flag

Board Business:

Yvonne Olivieri was sworn in as a member of the board. The board welcomed and congratulated her.

Minutes:

Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of July 22nd: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Russell
Motion passes

Motion to approve the minutes of July 22nd: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Poretzky

Passed by a vote of 8 yes ( Botten,  Chace, DeSimone, Ford, Russell, Stenken, Roland, Wilds, Poretzky)

                                   0 no

New Application:

File#2015-18 Kim & Woo Corp, 374 Broad Avenue

Change of Occupancy

Mayor DeSimone recused himself from this application

Peter Pulice, architect for the applicant was sworn. Jenny Kim, business owner was sworn in. The applicant is seeking a change of occupancy for a restaurant. Ms. Kim stated that she will be open seven days a week and that her business hours will be 11:00 a.m until 11:00 p.m. There will be two time employees and five part time.  Ms. Kim was informed that she must purchase at least four municipal passes. She stated that she would only be changing the lettering on the awning. There was a board discussion.

Motion to approve:   Councilman Minichiello   Second: Mr. Russell
Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Botten, Cassano, Chace, Ford, Minichiello, Russell, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)

                                   0 no

Resolutions:
File#2015-11 George Song Insurance Agency
117 Fort Lee Road
Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Botten

Motion passes

Motion to approve: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Botten

Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Botten, Chace, Ford, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)

                                    0 no

File#2015-9     426 Washington Terrace Trust

Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Stenken Second: Mr. Botten

Motion passes

Motion to approve: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Botten

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Botten, Chace, DeSimone, Ford, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)

                                   0 no

File#2015-12 Yen, 424 Grand Avenue

Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Botten

Motion passes

Motion to approve the resolution: Ms. Roland  Second: Mr. Stenken

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Botten, Chace, DeSimone, Ford, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)

                                   0 no

File#2015-13 James P. Ryu DBA  James Auto Repair, 441 Broad Avenue

Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Botten  Second: Ms. Roland
Motion passes

Motion to approve: Mr. Botten  Second: Mr. Stenken

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Botten, Chace, DeSimone, Ford, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)

                                   0 no

File#2015-14 Hashi Japanese Restaurant 299 Broad Avenue
Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Botten  Second: Mr. Stenken

Motion passes

Motion to approve the resolution: Mr. Botten  Second: Mr. Stenken*

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Botten, Chace, DeSimone, Ford, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)

                                   0 no

*subject to clarification of food/menu and parking 

File#2015-15 Pink Bunny Gift Shop, 345 Broad Avenue, Block 1004 Lot 1
Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Botten

Motion passes
Motion to approve : Mr. Botten  Second: Mr. Stenken
Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Botten, Chace, Ford, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)

                                    0 no

File#2015-17 Lorraine Massey, 340 Magnolia Place
Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Stenken Second: Mr. Botten

Motion passes

Motion to approve: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Botten
Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Ford, Botten, Chace, DeSimone, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)
                                   0 no

Continued Applications:
File#2015-16 Andrea Rocha, 446 Grand Avenue

Kathryn Walsh, attorney for the applicant addressed the board. She called Arthur Renn to be sworn in and give testimony as the architect for the applicant. Marked as evidence were the following:

A1-photo packet 6 pages containing 10 photos
A2-Rendering

Mr. Renn gave the board information about the Leeds Silver Standard they would quality for. The applicant proposed bike racks, non toxic pest control, water saving appliances, efficient hot water systems, energy efficient lighting, and an educational system to residents. They will also consider a solar ready panel system. They are also proposing brick base with hardy plank siding. The first parking space will be handicapped.

Board Engineer Mr. Costa suggested that the applicant change the plans and slide the front foyer more to the rent. If the plans are changed the tenants will be covered moving from their units to their cars. The meeting was open to the public. The following person came forward:

Larry Cherchi  232 Vreeland Avenue

The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Renn was then closed.

Guy Lagomarsino was sworn in and gave testimony as the civil engineer for the applicant. He discussed the open space near the property that is owned by a utilities company. The applicant will be upgrading their property with landscaping, pavers, and drainage that will eliminate water runoff. Right now there is poor drainage on the property. The board requested a storm water management report. Mr. Costa suggested that the applicant eliminate one outdoor parking space and create more green area. He also suggested adding 12 x 12 pavers with grass in between and to move the dumpster closer for the residents. 

Mr. Lagomarsino was asked if the bus stop could be moved to the south. His client agreed to that and to pay for a concrete pad. The borough will need to make an application to NJ Transit. The board further suggested eliminating a total of three parking spaces.  The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. Lagomarsino.  The following people came forward:
Larry Cherchi  232 Vreeland Avenue

Roland Weimer 329 Mohr Avenue

The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Lagomarsino was then closed. 

Robert Costa was sworn in. He suggested that the applicant eliminate parking spaces 13 and 22, eliminate the back stairs and add spaces there. There will still be three spaces per unit. He further suggested that the sprinkler room in the parking area be eliminated. He also expressed concern about the DPW truck picking up recycling and felt it would be more prudent to have the garbage area moved up further than what was presented. 
The board discussed Res Judicata. Motion to determine that the pending application is barred by Res Judicata based on testimony and proposed changes presented and discussed: Mr. Stenken  Second: 

Ms. Roland

Passed by a vote of 5 yes (Botten, Chace, ford, Stenken, Wilds)

                                    2 no (Cassano, Russell)

Public Comments on Res Judicata:

Roland Weimer  329 Mohr Avenue
Ms. Walsh asked the board to vote on the application and a resolution. Motion to vote on the application and prepare a resolution approving/denying the application with changes. However, if approved the case will be heard once more with the changes presented to the board. 

Motion to approve: Ms. Roland   Second: Mr. Botten
Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Botten, Cassano, Chace, Ford, Russell, Stenken, Roland)

                                   0 n0

The case will be heard again on September 23rd.
Closed Session:

Motion to enter into closed session to discuss litigation of 313 Woodland Avenue: Mr. Botten  

Second: Mr. Russell 

Motion passes

Motion to enter into public session: Mr. Botten   Second: Mr. Stenken

Motion passes

Board Business:
Motion to authorize Attorney Steinhagen to defend the decision of the board: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Botten
Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Botten, Cassano, Chace, Ford, Russell, Stenken, Roland)

                                   0 no

Motion to authorize Attorney Steinhagen to represent the board: Mr. Botten   Mr. Stenken
Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Botten, Cassano, Chace, Ford, Russell, Stenken, Roland)

                                  0 no

Ms. Roland explained to the board that she would not be present at the September meeting for religious observance of Yom Kippur. She respectfully requested that the board not hold meeting during religious observances.
There will be an additional meeting September 29th
Motion to adjourn: Ms. Roland   Second: Mr. Russell

Meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Tina Evans
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