Minutes 
Leonia Planning Board

Wednesday July 22, 2015

Borough Annex

8:00 p.m.

Members present: Mr. Botten, Chairman Chace, Mayor DeSimone, Mr. Ford, Mr. Petti, Mr. Stenken, Ms. Roland, Mr. Wilds

Members absent: Mr. Cassano, Councilman Minichiello, Mr. Russell, Mr. Poretzky, Mr. Rodriquez
Also present: Mrs. Evans, Attorney Steinhagen, Mr. Melfi
Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m.

Roll call, announcement of proper notice of meeting, salute to the flag
Announcement:

File#2015-16 Andrea Rocha, 446 Grand Avenue
Moved to August 26th. The applicant agreed to a time extension

Resolutions:

File#2015-07 Verizon Wireless, 100 Leyland Drive

Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Botten

Motion passes

Motion to approve the resolution: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Botten

Passed by a vote of 5 yes (Botten, Chace, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)

                                   0 no

File#2015-08 Gabriel Salzar, 347 Highwood Avenue

Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Petti
Motion passes

Motion to approve the resolution: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by a vote of 4 yes (Botten, Petti, Stenken, Roland)

New Applications:

File#2015-11  George Song Insurance Agency, 117 Fort Lee Road. The applicant is proposing a change of use and occupancy. George Song, proprietor was sworn in and gave testimony.  He stated that the hours of operation will be Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. Parking is available on the side of the building. He is proposing a sign that will face Fort Lee Road. The sign will not be illuminated and will not exceed 25 square feet. Mr. Song is aware that there are fire code violations and stated that the building owner will be correcting them. 
Motion to approve:  Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by a vote of 8 yes (Botten, Chace, DeSimone, Ford, Petti, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)

                                   0 no

 File#2015-14 Hashi Japanese Restaurant, 299 Broad Avenue
Mayor DeSimone recused himself from this application.

Applicant is seeking a change of occupancy
Miniesk Hong, restaurant owner was sworn in. He would like to convert an existing restaurant into a Japanese restaurant. He will be open seven days a week from 11:00 a.m. until 11:00 p.m. He will not be changing the seating. The applicant was informed that he will need to purchase four municipal parking spaces. Marked into record were the following:
A1-Peter Pulice letter dated June 16th
B1-Leonia Health Department letter dated June 16th
Cooking will be maintained at the tables. No structural changes are proposed. 

Motion to approve: Mr. Botten  Second: Mr. Stenken

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Botten, Chace, Ford, Petti, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)

                                   0 no

File#2015-9  426 Washington Terrace, Maria Marin as Trustee

Sworn in was Leo Garcia, son in law of Maria Marin. Also sworn in was Joseph Asfour, architect for the applicant. A letter must be submitted from Maria Marin stating that Mr. Garcia can act on her behalf.  The applicant is proposing a rear addition to the property. They are requesting a side yard setback variance and total side yard variance plus a variance for lot coverage. The existing deck will remain. The size of the deck is 9x10. The meeting was open to the public. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting was then closed. There was a board discussion.
Motion to approve: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by a vote of 8 yes (Botten, Chace, DeSimone, Ford, Petti, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)
                                   0 no

File#2015-12 Eugene Y Yen, 424 Grand Avenue

Matthew Capizzi, attorney for the applicant addressed the board. He called Richard Bennett, architect for the applicant to be sworn in and give testimony. The applicant proposed enclosing his front porch making it a part of the principal structure. The home is located in a multi family zone. The porch had deteriorated and originally the homeowner hired someone to repair it. The damage was extensive so a decision was made to repair and enclose the porch. Marked as evidence was the following:
A1- five photos depicting prior condition, existing condition and adjacent properties

The alteration is for the porch area only. The floor area of the porch remains the same. The porch area is not heated.

The meeting was open to the public. The following people came forward:

John Kim 387 Gilbert Street, Ridgewood   owner of 145 Schor Avenue

Roland Weimer 328 Mohr Avenue

The public portion of the meeting was then closed. There was a board discussion.

Motion to approve: Mr. Ford  Second: Ms. Roland
The following people voted no:

Botten, Chace, Ford,  DeSimone, Petti, Stenken, Roland, Wilds

The motion was denied.

File#2015-15 Pink Bunny Gift Shop 345 Broad Avenue

Mayor DeSimone recused himself from this application

Change of occupancy

Eyn Sun Lee , applicant was sworn in and addressed the board. There will be one employee at the store. Hours of operation will be Monday through Saturday 9:00 until 7:00. Ms. Lee was informed that she must purchase one municipal parking space. She stated that she will not be making any exterior changes. 

The meeting was open to the public. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting was then closed. 

Motion to approve: Ms. Roland  Second: Mr. Botten
Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Botten, Chace, Ford, Petti, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)

                                   0 no

File#2015-13 James P. Ryu, 441 Broad Avenue DBA James Auto Repair
Change of occupancy

James P Ryu was sworn in. Also sworn in was Tom K Choi who acted as an interpreter for Mr. Ryu. The applicant will be doing auto repair only. No gas will be sold. One employee will be on site. Hours of operation will be Monday through Friday 8:00 until 7:00 and Saturday 8:00 until 5:00. Mr. Ryu is only leasing garage space and will be getting a state permit for re inspections. He was informed that he cannot have his phone number on a sign. However he can place the phone number on a door.
The meeting was opened to the public. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting was then closed.

Motion to approve: Mr. Stenken    Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by a vote of 8 yes (Botten, Chace, DeSimone, Ford, Petti, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)

                                   0 no

File#2015-17 Lorraine Massey, 340 Magnolia Place

Applicant is seeking approval for a plunge pool that requires a rear and side yard setback variance.

Niall Cain, architect for the applicant and Lorraine Massey were sworn in. The applicant was previously granted approval for a variance application that included a fountain. She would now like to change the fountain to a plunge pool. The pool will be four feet deep and the water level will be slightly lower. The pool will have a safety cover. Bamboo plantings will be planted in the area of the pool. Ms. Massey was informed that all engineering and building requirements must be met. The meeting was open to the public. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting was then closed.

Motion to approve: Mr. Ford   Second: Mr. Botten

Passed by a vote of 8 yes (Botten, Chace, DeSimone, Ford, Petti, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)

                                    0 no

Board Business:

At 9:50, a motion was made by Mr. Stenken to enter into closed session to discuss 313 Woodland Place. The motion was seconded by Mr. Botten. 

8 yes (Botten, Chace, DeSimone, Ford, Petti, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)

0 no

At 10:00 a motion was made by Mr. Stenken to return to regular session. A second was made by Mr. Petti.
8 yes (Botten, Chace, DeSimone, Ford, Petti, Stenken, Roland, Wilds)

0 no

Motion to adjourn: Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Botten
Meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Tina Evans
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