Minutes
Leonia Planning Board

Wednesday March 25, 2015

Borough Annex  

7:30 p.m.

Members present: Mr. Botten, Mr. Cassano (7:45), Chairman Chace, Mayor DeSimone, Mr. Ford, Councilman Minichiello, Mr. Petti, Mr. Russell, Mr. Stenken,  Mr. Poretzky

Members absent: Ms. Roland, Mr. Rodriquez

Also present: Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Massaro, Mr. Steinhagen, Mr. Wilds
Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m.

Roll call, salute to the flag, announcement of proper notice of meeting

Minutes:

Motion to waive the reading of the February 11th minutes: Mr. Stenken  Second: Councilman Minichiello
Motion passes
Motion to approve the minutes of February 11th: Mr. Botten  Second: Mr. Petti
Passed by a vote of 8 yes (Botten, Chace, DeSimone, Minichiello, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Poretzky)

                                   0 no

Motion to waive the reading of the February 25th minutes: Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Minichiello

Motion passes

Motion to approve the minutes of the February 25th meeting: Mr. Botten  Second: Mr. Minichiello

Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Botten, Chace, DeSimone, Minichiello, Petti, Stenken,)

                                   0 no

Resolutions:

File#2015-04 Chic Shops Nails, LLC 347 Broad Avenue

Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Botten

Motion passes

Motion to approve the resolution: Mr. Minichiello   Second: Mr. Stenken
Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Botten, Cassano, Chace, Minichiello, Petti, Stenken)

                                    0 no

File#2015-05 Kaya Restaurant, 448-450 Broad Avenue

Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Botten

Motion passes

Motion to approve the resolution: Mr. Minichiello   Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Botten, Cassano, Chace, DeSimone, Minichiello, Petti, Stenken)

                                    0 no

Old Business:

Chris and Giselle Beck, 4 Palmer Place Block 1610 Lot 15

Peter Pulice, architect for the applicant addressed the board. At the February meeting the applicant received approval for an addition. Permits were granted and work commenced. However, when work started the home was in more disrepair than previously stated. The majority of the home was demolished. They now need an additional side yard variance. Marked as evidence was:
A2- two pages showing existing/proposed basement plan with four photos on the second page

The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. Pulice. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Pulice was then closed. 

Motion to approve: Councilman Minichiello  Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Botten, Cassano, Chace, DeSimone, Minichiello, Petti, Stenken)

                                    0 no

File#2015-01 Andrea Rocha, 446 Grand Avenue

This application is moved to April 22, 2015

New Business:

File#2015-6 Christopher and Lisa Cullen 499 Park Avenue Block 1307 Lot 3
Applicant is proposing a second story addition over an existing dwelling. The home is located in the A-3 single family zone.

Sworn in were Lisa Cullen, applicant and Gary Chartoff, architect for the applicant. The applicant proposed removing the existing fireplace and opening up the wall for a sun room. They will add a second floor addition.  The second floor addition will include a master bedroom and bath. The existing bedroom will be converted to a walk in closet.
Further plans include abandoning the existing driveway. They will widen the curb on Howard  Terrace to allow cars to park there. The existing garage will be used as a shed. Marked as evidence was:

A1- 2 pages showing 4 photos and six photos

James Massaro, Zoning Officer was sworn in. He spoke about the property being on a corner lot                                                                    and the relief the applicant is seeking to extend the parking area for their cars.
The meeting was open to the public. The following person came forward:

Sally Klig  497 Park Avenue  in favor of the application

The public portion of the meeting was then closed.

There was a board discussion.

Motion to approve: Councilman Minichiello   Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Botten, Cassano, Chace, DeSimone, Ford, Minichiello, Patti, Russell. Stenken)

                                    0 no

Board Communications:
Vice Chairman Richard Stenken led a discussion about the property located at 600 Grand Avenue. He requested that Mr. Massaro research the possibility of the property being used as professional office space without the proper variances. He asked whether or not the kitchen was removed. It was noted that the driveway appeared to be repaved and enlarged. Mr. Massaro will investigate.

At this time Chairman Chace leaves the dais and Vice Chairman Stenken chairs the meeting.  It was noted that Chairman Chace left the dais because he was not going to vote on the resolution for Kulite Semi-Conductors. Mr. Chace once had a onetime only job removing snow from the companies’ lot.

Resolution:
File#2015-02 Kulite Semiconductor Products, Inc 1 Willow Tree Road

Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Botten  Second: Mr. Petti

Motion passes

Attorney Steinhagen read two changes to the resolution. Page 2 the applicant’s engineer, Craig Stires was also listed as a planner. Mr. Stires is not a planner.
Page 4 “as well as a surface parking lot containing 210 spaces” changed to read “as well as surface parking lots containing 210 spaces”

Motion to approve the resolution: Mr. Minichiello  Second: Mr. Botten

Passed by a vote of 5 yes (Botten, Cassano, Minichiello, Petti, Stenken)

 Chairman Chace returns to continue chairing the meeting.
Attorney Steinhagen spoke to the board about upcoming changes for Affordable Housing. He will keep the board updated. The board received an update on the TV Clinic property. The debris will be cleaned up. Mr. Massaro will check on the safety of the unoccupied homes. 

The meeting was open to the public for comments. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting for comments was then closed.

Motion to adjourn: Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Botten

Meeting adjourned at 9:00

Respectfully submitted,

Tina Evans
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