Minutes

Leonia Planning Board

Wednesday October 30, 2013

Borough Annex

7:30 p.m.

Members present: Mr. Baron, Chairman Bevacqua, Mr. Chung, Mayor DeSimone, Councilman Hawkins, Mr. Petti, Mr. Stenken, Mr. Chace, Mr. Bracco
Members Absent:  Mrs. Flaim, Mrs. Norgaard

Also present: Mr. Alampi, Mr. Costa, Mr. Massaro, Mrs. Evans

Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m.

Roll call, announcement of proper notice of meeting, salute to the flag

Minutes of September 25, 2013
Motion to approve the minutes with the following addendum:

The board voted unanimously to approve the sustainability element of the Master Plan

The motion was made by Mr. Baron   Second: Mr. Stenken

Passed by unanimous vote
Resolutions
Motion to waive the full reading of the resolutions: Mr. Chace  Second: Mr. Chung

Passed by unanimous vote

Attorney Alampi gave an overview of each of the resolutions.

File#2013-17 Sun Chung J Companies, 150 Grand Avenue

Motion to approve: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Chung

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Stenken, Chace, Bracco)
                                    0 no

File#2013-18 Frank’s Chess Academy, 271 Fort Lee Road

Motion to approve: Councilman Hawkins  Second: Mr. Chace

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Stenken, Chace, Bracco)

                                    0 no

File#2013-19 Sylvan Grace Florist, 448 Broad Avenue

Motion to approve: Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Chung

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Stenken, Chace, Bracco)

                                    0 no

File#2013-20 Mont Blanc, 301 Broad Avenue

Motion to approve: Mr. Chace   Second: Councilman Hawkins

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Stenken, Chace, Bracco)

                                    0 no

File#2013-21 In Kab Park, 254 Fort Lee Road

Motion to approve: Mr. Chace  Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Stenken, Chace, Bracco)

                                    0 no

New Business Applications:

 File#2013-24  Jessica Marrero Piano and Dennis Piano, 18 Hawthorne Terrace

Mark Sokolich, attorney for the applicant addressed the board and gave them an overview of the application. Sworn in was Russel Bodnar, architect for the applicant. Marked as evidence were the following:
A1- plot plan, floor plan, elevations, addition and renovation

A2-3 photos of neighbors properties (#6, #10, #16)

A3-Photo of house (shown via computer)

Mr. Bodnar stated that the owners wanted to keep the traditional look of the house and have it match the neighborhood. Mr. Sokolich acknowledged that from the rear of the home it is a three story.  The board questioned Mr. Bodnar. He stated that no trees will be removed during the construction. The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. Bodnar. The following person came forward:

Anne Stebbins  348 Magnolia expressed concern that the house might look too stubby after the renovation. She also asked if the addition impacts the parking area
The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Bodnar was then closed.

There was a board discussion. The board wants to exterior wall repaired and informed the applicant that board engineer Mr. Costa will review all drainage plans and must approve them. This is a condition of the application.

Motion to approve: Mr. Petti  Second: Mr. Chace

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Stenken, Chace, Bracco)

                                    0 no

File#2013-22 Computer Wiz, 358 Broad Avenue
Board member Mr. Chung recused himself from this case.

Mayor DeSimone recused himself from this case.

The applicant, Ki Yoon is seeking a change of occupancy. Mr. Yoon was sworn in and gave testimony. He stated that he will be the tenant and that when they open it will only be him and his wife working. They would eventually like to add two more employees. They will be doing computer sales and repairs. The landlord gave them one parking space but he was informed that he will need an additional space if his lease does not confirm the one parking space. He agreed to purchase a parking space from borough hall. 

The board questioned Mr. Yoon. The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. Yoon. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Yoon was then closed.

Motion to approve: Mr. Petti  Second: Mr. Stenken

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Hawkins, Petti, Stenken, Chace, Bracco)

                                    0 no

File#2013-23 Oz Hair Salon, 314 Fort Lee Road
Mayor DeSimone recused himself from this case.

Michael W Song, attorney for the applicant addressed the board. He stated that his client will go ahead with the original site plan that was filed. 

The applicant is proposing a 710 square foot beauty salon. There is no parking on site. The property currently has two rental units upstairs. 

Jim Ho Kim, architect for the applicant was sworn in. Marked as evidence was the following:

A1-one sheet exhibit

Mr. Kim stated that the store front will be upgraded. New glass will be installed. The salon will have 6 chairs, a shampoo area, sink, facial room, and waiting area. The applicant was informed that all exterior façade work must be approved as well as any signage or awnings.  The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. Kim. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting was then closed. There was a board discussion.

Motion to approve:   Mr. Chace  Second: Mr. Chung
Passed by a vote of 8 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Hawkins, Petti, Stenken, Chace, Bracco)

                                    0 no

 File#2013-25 Richard Stenken, 145 Park Avenue

Moved to November 20th
File#2013-26 Angelo Merced, 150 Highwood Avenue
The applicant proposed to construct a deck to the rear of an existing dwelling.

 of 242 square feet. He stated that no trees will be displaced. He was informed that the railing must conform to the building code.  The meeting was open to the public to question the applicant. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Merced was then closed. There was a board discussion.

Motion to approve: Mr. Chung  Second: Mr. Chace

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Stenken, Chace, Bracco)

                                    0 no

Motion to adjourn: Councilman Hawkins Second: Mr. Chung

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Tina Evans
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