Minutes

Leonia Planning Board
Wednesday January 30, 2013

7:30 p.m.

Borough Annex

Members present:  Mr. Baron, Mr. Bevacqua, Mr. Chung, Mayor DeSimone, Councilman Hawkins, Mr. Petti, Mr. Russell, Mr. Stenken, Mrs. Norgaard

Members absent:  Mrs. Flaim

Also present:  Mr. Alampi, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Peters, Mrs. Schuster

Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m.

Roll call, announcement of proper notice of meeting, salute to the flag

Minutes of December 2012

Motion to waive the reading of the minutes: Mr. Baron, Second: Mr. Stenken

Motion passes

Motion to approve the minutes: Mr. Stenken, Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Norgaard)

Reorganization 2013

Attorney Alampi chaired this portion of the meeting

Motion to elect Joseph Bevacqua as Planning Board Chairman: Mr. Baron, Second: Mr. Petti
Passed by a vote of 8 yes (Baron, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Norgaard)                0 no

                                1 abstained (Bevacqua)
At this point Chairman Bevacqua chairs the meeting

Motion to elect Mr. Baron as Planning Board Vice Chairman: Petti, Second: Councilman Hawkins

Passed by a vote of 8 yes (Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Norgaard, Stenken)                  0 no

                                1 abstained (Baron)

Motion to elect Mr. Russell as Planning Board Vice Chairman: Mrs. Norgaard, Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by a vote of 8 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Norgaard, Stenken)                  0 no

                                1 abstained (Russell)

Motion to select Laura Schuster as Administrative Secretary:  Mr. Petti, Second: Mrs. Norgaard

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Norgaard)                0 no

Motion to select Tina Evans as Recording Secretary: Councilman Hawkins, Second: Mr. Stenken

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken,

Norgaard)                0 no

Motion to select Carmine Alampi as Planning Board Attorney:  Mr. Petti, Second: Mr. Chung
Passed by a vote of 8 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Norgaard)                1 no (Stenken)

Motion to select Robert Costa as Planning Board Engineer: Chairman Bevacqua, Second: Councilman Hawkins

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Norgaard)                0 no

Motion to authorize Attorney Alampi to handle the Legal Services Contract: Mr. Baron, Second: Mr. Petti
Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Norgaard, Stenken) 0 no

Motion to confirm the 2013 hearing dates (the November meeting date will be changed to November 20th)
Motion: Chairman Bevacqua   Second: Mr. Russell

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Norgaard)                0 no

Resolution:
File#2012-18 Young Min Jang and Won K Keum, 473 Broad Avenue

Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Baron, Second: Mr. Stenken

Motion Passes

Motion to approve resolution: Mr. Stenken, Second: Mr. Baron

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Norgaard)                0 no

Committee Reports:
William Russell presented a draft of the sustainability element for the Master Plan draft.
In a document presented to the Board he discussed:
· What is sustainable development?

· Why does Leonia need a plan?

· How will the plan be implemented?

· What are the short term next steps?

Mr. Russell then explained sustainable development and a strategic plan. He also discussed the plan organization and scope and why Leonia needs a plan. In terms of implementing the plan there was a discussion about responsibility, authority, accountability, and the possibility of having a volunteer versus a paid position.
A motion was made by Mrs. Norgaard to authorize the process to begin preparing for public comments regarding the Master Plan.  Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by unanimous vote.

The meeting was open to the public for comments. The following person came forward:

Robert Pacicco 530 Grandview Terrace, thanked Mr. Russell for all of his hard work.

The public portion of the meeting was then closed.

Zoning Officer Jack Peters reported that he, Mr. Costa, and Mrs. Schuster met with representatives from 133 Fort Lee Road. Mr. Peters reported that they are having financial issues.  Their developer’s agreement expires soon and they are asking for an extension. The Bonding Company will be notified that they have eclipsed their developer’s agreement. 

Councilman Hawkins reported that the Mayor and Council are looking into QM2 for other Boards.

Mr. Costa reported on Sima Development. Mr. Peters asked about whether or not the Shade Tree approval was required.
Attorney Alampi reported on the T Mobile (222 Christie Street) litigation. The Board of Adjustment had denied the application and it was appealed to Federal Court.  Federal Court reversed the Board of Adjustment decision.

The meeting was open to the public for comments. The following person came forward:


Robert Pacicco 530 Grandview Terrace, thanked the Board and the staff for all of their 
hard work.

The public portion of the meeting was then closed.

Motion to adjourn; Councilman Hawkins, Second: Mr. Baron

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Tina Evans
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