Minutes

Leonia Planning Board
Wednesday March 27, 2013

7:30 p.m.

Members present: Mr. Baron, Chairman Bevacqua, Mr. Chung, Mayor DeSimone, Mr. Gamboa, Councilman Hawkins, Mr. Petti, Mr. Russell, Mr. Stenken, Mrs. Flaim, Mr. Chace, Mr. Bracco, Mrs. Norgaard
Also present: Mr. Alampi, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Massaro, Mrs. Schuster

Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m.

Roll call, announcement of proper notice of meeting, salute to the flag

Minutes:
Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of February: Mr. Baron Second: Mr. Petti

Motion passes

Motion to approve minutes: Mr. Stenken Second: Mr. Baron

Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, DeSimone, Petti, Russell, Stenken)

                                0 no

Resolutions:

File#2013-01 Hanna Health Mart, 330 Broad Avenue
Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Stenken Second: Mr. Baron

Motion passes

Motion to approve resolution: Mr. Stenken Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, DeSimone, Petti, Russell, Stenken)

                                0 no

File#2013-06 Cartridge World, 265 Fort Lee Road

Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Baron

Motion passes

Motion to approve resolution: Mr. Russell Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, DeSimone, Petti, Russell, Stenken)

                                0 no 
File#2013-07 Scott Fisher, 174 Prospect Street
Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Stenken Second: Mr. Baron

Motion passes

Motion to approve resolution: Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, DeSimone, Petti, Russell, Stenken)

                                0 no

New Application:

File#2013-8 Soraya Stam, 424 Lester Street
All notices and publication deemed complete. 

Peter Pulice, Architect for the applicant addressed the Board. Mr. and Mrs. Stam (applicants) were sworn in. The applicant is seeking approval to enclose an existing front porch to be used as living space. 
Marked as evidence were the following:

A1-color version showing front and side elevation, key map, existing and proposed first 

floor plan


A2-photos showing existing conditions of the front of the house


A3-photos showing existing conditions of the side of the house

Mr. Pulice gave a description of the plans. The Board questioned Mr. Pulice. Mr. Stam testified that the home is small and that they are seeking more space and more light.

The Board questioned Mr. Pulice. The meeting was opened to the public to question Mr. Pulice. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Pulice was then closed. There was a Board discussion.

Motion to approve: Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Russell

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Gamboa, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken)    0 no

Concept Review:
PNC Bank, 353 Broad Avenue
Mayor DeSimone recused himself from this discussion.

The bank would like to install a handicapped ramp outside of their building. It was determined that the bank’s railing and overhang are in the Borough’s right-of-way. If they wish to move forward with the proposed handicapped ramp they are going to need to appear before the Board for a Site Plan Review.

New Business:

Richard Park, owner of Leonia Market addressed the Board on delivery issues of the market. There are issues with the trucks double parking on Broad Avenue. Mr. Park explained that he has no control over the time of the deliveries. When he originally appeared before the Board he agreed to have his deliveries come after 9:30. He has since been told by many of his vendors that they need to deliver before 9:00. He requested that the Board eliminate the parking restriction.  The Board informed Mr. Park that he will need to return to the Board for a modified site plan approval.
Other Business:

Councilman Hawkins informed the Board that the used car dealership, Luxury Haus, 335 Grand Avenue, has delivery vehicles parked and unloading cars on Fort Lee Road and on the sidewalk. This is now a Police Enforcement issue. 
Board Engineer Robert Costa reported that he spoke with Sima Development’s Attorney. Sima would like to make some changes to their approval, it was decided by the Board if they would like to make an amendment to their approved application they will need to return to the Board.

There is no more money left in Sima’s escrow account.  Mr. Costa will contact their Attorney and request $10,000 be added to their escrow account.
Committee Report:

William Russell reported that the public meeting on the Sustainability Element for the Master Plan Draft was very productive and well attended.  He is working on a final draft and the plan should be ready to be voted on in April.
Motion to adjourn: Mr. Stenken Second: Mr. Russell
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Tina Evans

PAGE  
2

