Minutes

Leonia Planning Board
Wednesday April 24, 2013

Borough Annex

7:30 pm

Members present: Mr. Baron, Chairman Bevacqua, Mayor DeSimone, Councilman Hawkins, Mr. Petti, Mr. Russell, Mrs. Flaim, Mr. Chace, Mr. Stenken
Members absent: Mr. Chung, Mr. Gamboa, Mrs. Norgaard

Also present: Mr. Alampi, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Massaro, Mrs. Schuster

Meeting called to order at 7:35 p.m.

Roll call, announcement of proper notice of meeting, salute to the flag

Minutes of March 2013

Motion to waive the reading of the minutes: Mr. Baron Second: Mr. Stenken
Motion passes

Motion to approve: Mr. Baron  Second: Mr. Stenken

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Flaim, Chace, Bracco, Stenken)

Resolution:

Attorney Alampi read an overview of the resolution.

File#2013-08 Soraya Stam, 424 Lester Street

Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Russell Second: Mr. Petti

Motion passes

Motion to approve the resolution: Councilman Hawkins Second: Mr. Petti
Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Flaim, Chace)                     0 no

New Application:

File#2013-09 Ruth Bonapace 469 Park Avenue

Councilman Hawkins recused himself from the case.

Peter Pulice, Architect for the applicant addressed the Board. The applicant is seeking to construct a one story addition over an existing garage with a six foot overhang and a new deck.  Mr. Pulice and Ruth Bonapace were sworn in.
The house has deferred maintenance. It needs a new roof, gutters and leaders. It was built on a steep slope. The present kitchen is very small and it has only one window.  Marked as evidence were the following: 

A1-site, plot and floor plan colorized version
Several Board members questioned Mr. Pulice about drainage plans.  The property is on a steep slope.  Mr. Pulice was informed that if the application is approved he will need to consult with Mr. Costa and follow his reasonable drainage requests.

Also marked as evidence were the following:

A2: elevations


A3: photos of property

The meeting was open to the public. The following people came forward:


Gil Hawkins  123 Knapp Place (sworn in) 


He thanked the applicant for preserving the trees on the property but expressed concern 
about the tremendous water problem on the property.


Susan Dickerson  400 Allaire

Also expressed concerns about water runoff and drainage

Motion to approve but not limited to the following conditions:
· Drainage to be located at the Southwest corner of the property

· Board engineer will consulted on any drainage review

· The applicant must submit a separate drainage plan

The motion was made by Mr. Baron   Second: Mr. Stenken

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, DeSimone, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Flaim, Chace, Bracco)                     0 no
File#2013-10 NJ Promise Church, 150 Grand Avenue

The applicant is seeking a Change of Occupancy to operate a Summer Day Camp.

Mr. Mondella, Attorney for the applicant addressed the Board. His client is seeking permission to operate a Day Care Center at the Church. They are a third party. The applicant is named Esther Jung. Ms. Jung was sworn in and testified that she is proposing to operate the camp at the church between July 1st and August 9th. The children will be between the ages of five and twelve. 
Also sworn in was John Kim. Mr. Kim is director of the full Gospel Christian School which has taken over the church. He testified that there are no activities going on at the school. There are no weekend activities going on. The issue of the CCO needs to be addressed. Board Attorney Mr. Alampi needs to research the situation and straighten out the confusion.  The applicant was asked about the report submitted by the Leonia Fire Marshall. Mr. Mondello stated that the applicant will adhere to the fire report. Marked as evidence was the following:


A1-Architectural floor plan dated 4/2/13


A2-Approval letter from the State of New Jersey


A3-Fire suppression systems report

The plans show that the classrooms are not divided. However Mr. Kim stated that classrooms five and six will have the dividers removed.  The number of students will not exceed 120. There will be between 15-20 support staff including aides. Croker Fire Drill will establish their fire emergency plan and train the staff for fire drills. Days of operation will be Monday thought Friday. Hours of operation will consist of two shifts:

8:30 – 2:30 


2:30 – 6:00
There will be two people at all times escorting the children inside.  Lunch will be provided. 

Marked as evidence were the following:


A4- Letter stating that there are currently no violations on the property


A5- 2013 staff manual


A6- Title sheet that should be kept on file


A7- Floor plan dated 4/24/13

Motion to approve with the following but not limited to conditions:

· Applicant will provide additional paperwork portfolio for evaluation
· The outside area will be cleared of debris and additional landscaping will be provided

· The playground area will be off limits to children

The motion was made by Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Russell

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, De Simone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Flaim, Chace)                     0 no

Zoning:

Mr. Massaro informed the Board that Luxury Haus still does not have a permit for their window signs. He will go to the downtown area and speak to the stores about coverage violations.

Motion to adjourn: Mr. Baron Second: Mr. Stenken

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Tina Evans
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