Minutes
Leonia Planning Board

Wednesday November 19. 2015

Borough Annex

7:30 p.m.

Members present: Mr. Botten, Mr. Cassano (7:45), Chairman Chace, Mayor DeSimone, Councilman Minichiello, Mr. Petti, Mr. Russell, Mr. Stenken, Ms. Roland, Ms. Olivieri

Members absent: Mr. Ford, Mr. Wilds, Mr. Poretzky

Also present: Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Attorney Steinhagen

Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m.

 Roll call, salute to the flag, announcement of proper notice of meeting
Minutes:
Motion to waive the reading of the September 29th minutes: Mr. Botten  Second: Councilman Minichiello
Motion passes

Motion to approve the minutes of September 29th*: Councilman Minichiello  

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Botten, Chace, DeSimone, Minichiello, Stenken, Roland, Russell)
*Mr. Russell was present at the meeting

Motion to waive the reading of the October 28th meeting: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Botten

Motion passes

Motion to approve the minutes of October 28th: Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Botten

Passed by a vote of 5 yes (Chace, DeSimone, Minichiello, Stenken, Roland)

                                  0 no
Resolution:
File#2015-21 Anna Rosales, 446 Fort Lee Road

Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Stenken Second: Councilman Minichiello
Motion passes

Motion to approve resolution: Mr. Stenken   Second; Councilman Minichiello

Passed by a vote of 5 yes (Chace, DeSimone, Minichiello, Stenken, Roland)

                                   0 no

Old Business/Continued Applications:
File#2015-19 MSN Services, 180 Fort Lee Road

Board members Chace, DeSimone, and Minichiello recused themselves from this application
Mr. Stenken chairs this portion of the meeting

Kevin Conway, attorney for the applicant addressed the board. He called Peter Pulice to give testimony as the architect for the applicant. 
Marked as evidence were the following:
A3-10/1/2015   Proposed Redevelopment Plan

A4-additonal photos of existing property

The roof is wrap around metal. A five foot screen wall along the back each unit will offer privacy. There are rooftop terraces for each unit. 

The four townhouses are three stories and have three bedrooms in each unit. There are a total of eleven parking spaces. The building height will not exceed thirty five feet. The applicant will add a fire hydrant to the side street. Leed Silver Design Standards will be implemented. A list of the standards will be provided. They agreed to a condition of approval listing their implemented green standards.

The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. Conway. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Barry was then closed. 

Mark Martins, engineer for the applicant was sworn in. Marked as evidence was:

A6-revised plans
The board would like to see a fence between the proposed development and the neighboring property. They would also like to see the rear property strip landscaped. Mr. Martins stated that one entity will be responsible for property maintenance and that the property will be sprinkled. The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. Martens. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Martins was then closed.
The meeting was opened for public comments. The following person came forward:

Ron Chace    approves of the project

The public portion of the meeting was then closed

There was a board discussion. There was a motion to approve with the following (but not limited to) 

conditions:
The applicant must submit a LEEDS certification to the building department before a certificate of occupancy is issued

Board engineers comments must be incorporated (fence, continued landscaping)

Applicant will have a Developer’s Agreement

The motion was made by Mr. Botten  Second: Mr. Petti

Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Botten, Cassano, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Olivieri)

                                   0 no

Mr. Chace rejoins the dais and chairs the meeting.
File#2015-20 Eugene Y. Yen, 424 Grand Avenue

Matt Capizzi, attorney for the applicant addressed the board. He called Mr. Yen the applicant to be sworn in and give testimony. Mr. Yen read from a letter that he had written, describing the history of the three family home that he purchased in 1972. Marked as evidence were the following:
A1-photo of column in the front of the house

A2-letter written by Mr. Yen
A3-construction permit

A4-certificate of inspection dated 8/29/12

A5-property record

Richard Bennett, architect for the applicant addressed the board. He described the construction plans that had been submitted to the board. The enclosed porch has two foyers, one each for the first and second floor tenants. Both foyers are unheated and will have the windows replaced.

The meeting was open to the public. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting was then closed. There was a board discussion.
Motion to approve with the following (but not limited to conditions):

Applicant must call for appropriate inspections

The walls discussed must be opened up and inspections made

The motion was made by Mr. Russell Second: Mr. Botten

Passed by a vote of 8 yes (Botten, Cassano, Chace, DeSimone, Minichiello, Petti, Russell, Stenken)

                                   0 no

Board Business:
At 9:55 a motion was made by Mr. Botten to enter into closed session. Second: Councilman Minichiello

By unanimous vote the board entered into closed session to discuss 313 Woodland Place. At 10:05 a motion was made by Councilman Minichiello to re-enter the regularly scheduled meeting. A Second was made by Mr. Botten. The motion passed by unanimous vote.
Motion to adjourn: Ms. Roland   Second: Mr. Stenken

Meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Tina Evans
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