Minutes

Leonia Planning Board
Wednesday April 20, 2011

7:30 pm

Borough Annex

Members present:  Mr. Baron, Chairman Bevacqua, Mr. Chung, Councilman Hawkins, Mayor Heveran, Ms. Lieblich, Mr. Petti, Mrs. Norgaard, Mr. Terzini (8:00)

Members absent: Mr. Pacicco, Mr. Russell

Also present:  Mr. Alampi, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Peters (8:00), Mrs. Schuster

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm

Roll call, announcement of proper notice of meeting, salute to the flag

Minutes of March 2011

Motion to approve:  Councilman Hawkins   Second: Mr. Chung

Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Hawkins, Petti, Norgaard)
                                0 no

Mrs. Norgaard left the meeting at 8:00 pm

New Business Application:

2011-3 E-Z Car Rental, 350 Grand Avenue 
Richard Abrahamsen, Attorney for the applicant addressed the Board.  He gave the Board members an overview of the case and called Yusang Park James to be sworn in and give testimony.  Mr. James (the applicant) is proposing to open an automobile rental office.  The business is currently in Fort Lee and is looking to re locate. Mr. James testified that the business is a “Mom and Pop” operation and not part of a chain. They currently employ 3 employees and have been in operation for eleven years.  They are what they call a “boutique” car rental company, dealing mostly with insurance based customers. They are proposing twelve parking spaces at the site. Their staff does not park their personal vehicles at the site.  Also, the staff picks up and drops off customers at the body shop.
They agree to comply with all signage regulations. Hours of operation will be as follows:

Monday through Friday 8: 00 until 6:00

Saturday 8:00 until 3:00

They will only prep and wash their rental cars on site.  The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. James. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. James was then closed. 

Steven J. Collazoul, Engineer for the applicant was sworn in and gave testimony. Marked as evidence were the following:

A1- architectural plan 2 sheets dated 4/6/11 and 4/7/11
Mr. Collazoul testified about these two pages. He was informed that the county needs to approve the drainage plan and Mr. Costa will need to see the submission for the proposed wall. The Board suggested making the curb cuts smaller. They would also like to see a better streetscape that includes landscaping. The landscaping plan must receive county and state approval.

Peter Pulice, architect for the applicant was sworn in and addressed the Board. Marked as evidence were the following:

A2- Architectural plans 2 pages


A3- 1 photo of existing structure


A4- 1 photo (rendering)


A5-photo Board dated 4/20/11


A6- colorized enlarged rendering
Mr. Pulice stated that the downstairs bathroom will be ADA complaint.  He further stated that cars will not be parked in front of the building. The old awning and frame will be eliminated from the building. At the Board’s request, signage will be scaled back. The stucco will be a darker color. Windows will be a conventional green glass.

The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. Pulice. The following person came forward:

Ernie Liberatore 121 Woodridge Place   questions about the “green” aspects of the application
The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Pulice was then closed.

Mr. Abrahamsen gave his summary. There was a Board discussion.

The Board directed Attorney Alampi to prepare an approval resolution for the next meeting.  The resolution will be submitted to the Board before the next meeting.  The Board will vote on the application at the next meeting.

Motion to direct Attorney Alampi to prepare an approval resolution favoring the application. The approval includes landscape plans and a material review subject to the approval of Robert Costa.

The motion was made by Mayor Heveran.  Second Councilman Hawkins.
Passed by a vote of 8 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Hawkins, Heveran, Lieblich, Petti, Terzini)

                                0 no

Board Business:
Ordinance #07-11 

Ordinance to Adopt Sustainable Building Standards for the Construction of New Commercial Buildings in the Borough of Leonia.
The Board has reviewed the proposal and had many questions about the proposed ordinance. Some of the questions were:

· The original draft was more recommendational. The newest draft now appears to be more mandatory

· What costs are involved?

· What is the life cycle?

· Should the L1-2 zone be included?

· Who will enforce this ordinance?

· When will the standards be implemented?

Jack Peters, Construction Official informed the Board that he attended a required class given by the State of New Jersey. The State will require green standards for all Municipalities by the year 2013. The State standards will over ride any ordinance introduced by the Borough.  He also stated that the cost of any construction using a green plan would increase by 35% and be a burden on the applicant. 

After a lengthy discussion, a motion was made to authorize the Board Attorney and Engineer to confer and draft a letter including the Board’s comments and send it to the Mayor and Council. The motion was made by Ms. Lieblich Second: Mr. Petti
Passed by a vote of 8 yes (Baron Bevacqua, Chung, Hawkins, Heveran, Lieblich, Petti, Terzini)
                                0 no

Public:


Ernie Liberatore 121 Woodridge Place told the Board that he has a list of referrals of 
people that the Borough can hire for “green” issues

Motion to adjourn: Mr. Petti Second: Mr. Baron
Meeting adjourned at 10:30 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Tina Evans
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