Minutes

Leonia Planning Board
Wednesday March 23, 2011

7:30 pm

Members present:  Mr. Baron, Chairman Bevacqua, Mr. Chung, Councilman Hawkins, Mr. Pacicco, Mr. Petti, Mrs. Norgaard, Mr. Terzini, Mr. Russell

Members absent:  Mayor Heveran, Mrs. Lieblich

Also present:  Mr. Alampi, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Peters, Mrs. Schuster

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm

Roll call, salute to the flag, announcement of proper notice of meeting

Minutes of February 2011:

Motion to waive the reading of the minutes:  Mr. Baron Second:  Mr. Pacicco

Motion passes

Motion to approve the minutes:  Mr. Baron Second: Mr. Pacicco
Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Pacicco, Petti, Terzini, Russell)

                                0 no

Resolution:

File#2011-01 Leonia Market, 315 Broad Avenue
Motion to approve:  Mr. Pacicco Second: Mr. Chung

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Pacicco, Petti, Terzini, Russell)

                                0 no

New Application:

File#2011-02 Turning Star, Inc 600 Willow Tree Road

John Roman, Attorney for the applicant addressed the Board. The applicant is proposing to rent a portion of the building, 12, 600 square feet. He currently has his business in Brooklyn but has outgrown the space. The property he will be renting space in is in the LI zone. The company manufactures flame retardant materials. Chemicals are not manufactured on site. 

Tom Andrews, president of Turning Star was sworn in. Mr. Andrews testified that he receives fabrics and either dips or sprays them with chemicals to make them flame retardant.

Chemicals are purchased in crystalline form and blended with water. Fabrics either hang dry or go into a dryer.  All employees wear goggles and dust masks.  Ninety nine percent of the liquid ends up on the fabric.  If any liquid falls onto the floor the employees use absorbent paper to clean up. The company does not have any hazardous waste. 

Their current location employs ten people but there are plans to add several more.  

After being questioned by the Board, the applicant was told that the Planning Board feels that this case should be heard before the Board of Adjustment for a use variance.

Motion to advise the applicant to appear before the Board of Adjustment for a use variance: Mr. Baron Second: Mr. Pacicco

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Hawkins, Pacicco, Petti, Norgaard, Terzini, Russell)                   0 no

Attorney Update:
Mr. Alampi updated the Board on the application of 106 Grand Avenue. The Developer’s Agreement is currently being held up because of the inability to finalize the sewer issues with the Borough of Palisades Park. Surcharges will be charged back to the developer. Attorneys for both parties are now working on a solution.

JOP Brothers, 378 - 382 Broad Avenue.  Mr. Alampi met with the applicant recently. The applicant must post Performance Bonds. They will soon be submitting demolition plans and footing and foundation permits.

The Sustainable Building Ordinance has been forwarded to the Mayor and Council and will be on the next agenda of the Mayor and Council.  The Planning Board will have an opportunity to review it again.

Motion to adjourn: Mr. Petti Second: Mr. Pacicco

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Tina Evans 
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