LEONIA RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF

FEBRUARY 24, 2009`
Chairperson Chalkin called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m, duly 

publicized, and in accordance with the Sunshine Law.

PRESENT:
Chairperson Hillary Chalkin, Commissioner Steve Churchill, Commissioner Bob Leap, Commissioner Brenna Mahoney,  Commissioner David Rhodes, Commissioner Tom Wilson, Commissioner Danyel Competiello, Alternate Commissioner Jennifer Leonard, Superintendent Barbara Davidson, Program Director Patrick Powers and Council Liaison Frank Raucci. 

ABSENT: None
 PUBLIC PORTION:

 -Honorable Mayor, Mary Heveran-  Mayor Heveran thanked the Commission for her warm welcome and requested to allow the public to speak first.

-Kathy Malloy, 424 Hazlet Ave, Leonia, NJ-Ms. Malloy would like to see the out of town fee waived for Edgewater residents. 

-Rita Tesar, 190 Moore Ave., Leonia-  Mrs. Tesar came in support of combining the two communities (Leonia/Edgewater) together.
-Tom Quinton, 21 Edgewater Place, Edgewater, NJ-  Mr. Quinton is speaking as a follow up to last months request to rescind the out of town fee for Edgewater residents.  

-Elizabeth Santiago, 1238 River Rd., Edgewater, NJ-  Ms. Santiago is the mother of three  children, with one entering the Leonia Middle School.  She feels we are two towns but one school community.  Therefore Edgewater should not pay any additional fees.  

-Jim Delaney, 637 Undercliff Ave., Edgewater, NJ-  Mr. Delaney is a Councilman in Edgewater and is present to promote a better relationship with Leonia.  

-Cheryl Armstrong, 52 Med Ave., Edgewater, NJ-  Ms. Armstrong registered her daughter for the Recreation Softball program and was disheartened to hear of the out of town fee.  
-Katie Jones, 359 Undercliff Ave., Edgewater, NJ-  Mrs. Jones is a graduate of Leonia High School and remembers the animosity between the two towns over 20 years ago.  The students of today are more accepting of each other, though she would like to see the out of town fee rescinded.  

- Jen Lodato, 600 Undercliff Ave., Edgewater, NJ-  Ms. Lodato played sports for Leonia High School and found it difficult, for her parents, to get her to and from the school for practices.  
-Hernandez Aldana, 345 Undercliff Ave., Edgewater, NJ- Ms Aldana is the coordinator for the District 6 Challenger League for children with special needs and does not charge a fee at all for their program.   

-Elisa Valdez , 231 Harbor View, Edgewater, NJ-  Is a volunteer in both communities and an officer of the Joint Home & School Association.  She would like there to be no out of town fees.  
-Rae Cornblitt, 596 Broad Avenue, Leonia, NJ-  Ms. Cornblitt feels there is a problem at Lakeview Park.  She believes it is unsafe and unclean.  
-Debra Wright, 600 Broad Ave., Leonia, NJ – Mrs. Wright would like to see one community of two towns.  She is also fearful that the incident on the news of a chimp attacking a woman may happen at Lakeview Park with a dog.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

-Shelley Perino, 105 Leonia Ave., Leonia, NJ-  Mrs. Perino, a Leonia Board of Education member, is in support of building a better relationship between the two communities.  
-Diane Quail, 514 Nordhoff Drive, Leonia, NJ-  Ms. Quail believes that because Edgewater shares a school system with Leonia they should not have to pay the out of town fee. 

-Honorable Mayor Mary Heveran-  Mayor Heveran thanked the Commission for inviting her to the meeting and welcomed newly appointed Alt. Commissioner Leonard.  She thanked the Commission for instituting her request for a second Public Portion to their By Laws.  Mayor Heveran clarified information regarding the proposed skate park.  She assured the public that she is accessible through email and meetings and Commission Liaison Raucci is also accessible for any and all community members. 

Commissioner Wilson inquired as to the Mayor’s thoughts on the off leash hours of Lakeview Park.  Mayor Heveran reviewed the stipulations of the off leash hours and concurs with the Councils decision not to rescind the ordinance.    
MINUTES:

- A motion was made to accept the Minutes of January 27, 2009, by Commissioner Leap.  Seconded by Commissioner Wilson.   Minutes approved. 

FINANCIAL REPORTS:

- Activities-Recreation-Swim Club-Senior

-After a brief discussion a motion was made to approve the Recreation Activities, Operating, Swim Club and Senior Financial Reports by Commissioner Leap.  Second by Commissioner Wilson.       Approved.  

CORRESPONDENCE:

-After a brief discussion all correspondence was accepted.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Swim Club Committee

-Superintendent Davidson gave an overview on staffing and the concession.    Superintendent Davidson reported on the capital project, the state mandated drains will cost more than budgeted for.  The additional funding needed will come out of surplus.  

-There was a brief discussion on the Day Care Proposal.  No decision will be made until the Planning Board has approved their application.                                                                                                    
Program & Fees Committee 

-Commissioner Mahoney reported, to the Commission,  the items discussed at their last meeting.  The following is a synopsis of issues:

1.  The possibility of reinstating the Four (4) Year Old Summer    Camp at ACS. 
2.  The activities brochures will no longer be mailed to residents homes.  It will be posted on the web site and additional copies will be available at the Recreation Center.  This will reduce the budget by approximately $4000.00.

-Program Supervisor Powers gave a brief report on the status of the Baseball/Softball program.  An in depth explanation on how teams are formed was given.  
-Commissioner Competiello proposed a meeting between Edgewater and Leonia to link the two communities.  

Council Liaison Report

-Council Liaison Raucci will try and address the animosity between the two towns.  Details on the Commander McCloy dedication were reviewed.    
OLD BUSINESS:

- Sculpture Proposal-  The Commission reviewed the new piece of sculpture to be placed in one of the parks.  The Recreation Department will make a recommendation to the Commission as to where it may be placed.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
NEW BUSINESS:

-Will Persson National Platform Tennis Champion-  Young Mr. Persson will be honored, by the Commission, at the April Mayor & Council meeting.  

-Proposal to lease the Recreation Center-  Due to the overwhelming demand for gym space, the Commission has decided to reject the lease proposal.

-Meeting with Superintendent Josefsberg-  Superintendent Davidson reported on her meeting with School Superintendent Josefsberg.  Topic of discussion was development of intramurals for Middle School age children.   
-Sports Boosters Liaison Report-  Alternate Commissioner Leonard reported on the topics of this months Sports Boosters meeting.  Alternate Commissioner Leonard will email Superintendent Davidson the minutes of the Sports Boosters meetings to be placed in the monthly Commission packets. 
RESOLUTIONS:

-No resolutions were presented.

PUBLIC PORTION:
-Jill Sullivan, 13 Casta Lane, Edgewater, NJ-  Ms Sullivan is the Youth Activities Coordinator for the town of Edgewater and feels their programs are sufficient enough to run on their own without joining with Leonia.
-Sharon Carroll, 8 Beverly Place, Edgewater-  Ms. Carroll is the Director of Adult Programs for the Edgewater Recreation Center and feels the out of town fee is a personal attack against Edgewater.  She reminded the Commission of the use of their fields when Sylvan Park was under construction. 
Commissioner Rhodes requested permission to address the public.  Permission granted.  Chairperson Chalkin reminded the Commission that the By Laws state only a one minute dialogue is allowed.  Council Liaison Raucci inquired as to how long the policy of Non Resident Fees has been in place (5 years) and why it is now being questioned.  Chairperson Chalkin recognized Mr. Quinton for the response. 

Commissioner Competiello requested permission to address the public.  Permission granted.  
-Christine Stephanie Rakow, 10 Annette Ave. Edgewater, NJ-  Ms. Rakow is an Edgewater resident, Leonia volunteer and Home & School member, Middle School coach and a member of the Edgewater Board of Education.  She thanked and encouraged the Commission to continue with their open door policy concerning the issues at hand tonight.  She is aware of the fiscal responsibilities of both towns and would like to see more shared services.  
Commissioner Leap requested permission to respond to Ms. Rakow.  Permission granted. 

-Analyse Saldana, 345 Undercliff Ave., Edgewater, NJ-  Ms. Saldana explained the process of registering for Little League.  

Commissioner Wilson requested permission to address the public.  Permission granted.  

-Archer Irby, 213 Warwick Ave., Leonia, NJ-  Mr. Irby would like the Commission to consider instituting a multiple child discount.  He also implored Council Liaison Raucci to make sure the Commander McCloy display does not represent a headstone.  
-Diane Quail, 514 Nordhoff Drive, Leonia, NJ-  Mrs. Quail would like to see two towns be one community.  

-Tom Quinton, 21 Edgewater Place, Edgewater, NJ-  Mr. Quinton addressed Council Liaison Raucci informing him that he was born and raised in Leonia, moved to Edgewater and, in his opinion, there is discrimination.  

Superintendent Davidson requested permission to address Mr. Quinton.  Permission granted.  

Chairperson Chalkin addressed the public on their feeling of them being second class citizens.

-Kathy Weber, 242 Harrison St., Leonia, NJ-  Mrs. Weber’s children benefit from both recreation departments.  Edgewater has never charged her an out of town fee. 

-Sheryl Armstrong, 52 Med Ave., Edgewater, NJ-  Ms. Armstrong is an avid volunteer in the school system.  She does not feel welcome in Leonia.
Commissioner Rhodes requested permission to address the public.  Permission granted.  

-Honorable Mayor Mary Heveran- The Mayor reminded everyone the issue at hand is a fiscal issue and not a personal or prejudicial issue.  

-Ken McPartland, 355 Grand Ave., Leonia, NJ-  Mr. McPartland spoke on the Recreation baseball program.  He would like the coaches to sit down and balance out the teams.  

At 9:56 pm Commissioner Leap made a motion to adjourn.  Second by Commissioner Wilson.  Approved.
