LEONIA RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF

JANUARY 22, 2009 

Acting Chairperson Chalkin called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m, duly 

publicized, and in accordance with the Sunshine Law.

PRESENT:
-Acting Chairperson Hillary Chalkin, Commissioner Steve Churchill, Commissioner Bob Leap, Commissioner Brenna Mahoney, Commissioner David Rhodes, Commissioner Tom Wilson, Commissioner Danyel Competiello, Alternate Commissioner Jennifer Leonard, Superintendent Barbara Davidson, Program Director Patrick Powers and Council Liaison Frank Raucci. 

ABSENT:

SELECTION OF OFFICERS:

Commissioner Leap nominated Commissioner Chalkin for the position of Chairperson.

-A motion was made by Commissioner Competiello to accept the nomination of Commissioner Chalkin as Chairperson.  Second by Commissioner Leap.  

Approved.  

Chairperson Mahoney nominated Commissioner Leap for the position of Vice Chairperson.  
-A motion was made by Commissioner Mahoney to accept the nomination of Commissioner Leap as Vice Chairperson.  Second by Commissioner Rhodes.  Approved. 

6 ayes – 1 nay

Commissioner Leap nominated Commissioner Rhodes for the position of Treasurer.

-A motion was made by Commissioner Leap to accept the nomination of Commissioner Rhodes as Treasurer.  Second by Commissioner Mahoney.  Approved.  

SELECTION OF COMMITTIES AND CHAIRS:

Chairperson Chalkin formally welcomed Alternate Commissioner Leonard to her appointed position on the Commission.  

Chairperson Chalkin reviewed with the Commission the members of the two committees in 2008.  She then invited the Commissioners to express their desire as to which committee they would like to serve on.  After a brief discussion, Chairperson Chalkin stated the proposed committees and called for nominations for chair of the two committees.  Commissioner Leap nominated Commissioner Mahoney for Chair of the Program & Fees Committee.  Commissioner Competiello nominated herself for Chair of the Program & Fees Committee.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Leap to accept the nomination of Program & Fees Chair, Commissioner Mahoney.  Second, by Commissioner Rhodes.  Show of hands 4 ayes, 0 nays, 3 abstain.  
Chairperson Chalkin nominated Commissioner Churchill for Chair of the Swim Club Committee.  No discussion.  Chairperson Chalkin made a motion to accept the nomination of Commissioner Churchill as Chair of the Swim Club Committee.  Second by Commissioner Wilson.  Approved. 
Chairperson Chalkin reviewed the committees and chairs as follows:
Pool Committee 

Commissioner Wilson, Commissioner Leap and Commissioner Churchill.

Commissioner Churchill to be the Chairperson of the Swim Club Committee.  

Program & Fees Committee

Commissioner Mahoney, Commissioner Rhodes and Commissioner Competiello.  Commissioner Mahoney to be the Chairperson of the Program & Fees Committee. 

-A motion was made by Commissioner Competiello to move the Public Portion of the meeting to be next.  Second, by Commissioner Wilson.  Approved.  
Public will be limited to two minutes per person, as per the request of the Commission.

 PUBLIC PORTION:

 -Dwayne Wright, 600 Broad Ave., Leonia, NJ – Mr. Wright does not agree with the survey on the off leash park that was done last October.  He feels the number of dogs at any one time is larger than stated.  He feels the park is becoming a county dog run due to the fact there are non residents using the facility.  He would like to see non residents use the 165 acre, behind the horse stable, at Overpeck Park.  He feels with child obesity on the rise children should have more places to play than dogs.   
-Tom Quinton, 21 Edgewater Place, Edgewater, NJ-  Mr. Quinton was taken back when he was charged an out-of-town-fee for the registration of his daughter into the Softball program in Leonia.  Because the two towns share one school system, grades 7 through 12, Edgewater should not be considered out-of-towners.  We should be considered one community.  Mr. Quinton requested the Commission to reconsider the fees charged for programs to Edgewater residents.  
-Irene Pint, Edgewater Road, Edgewater, NJ-  Ms. Pint came in support of Mr. Quinton. She is a graduate of Leonia High School and as a student she did not feel any prejudice towards her.  It is her opinion that the two communities should be one and all Edgewater children should be able to participate in Leonia Recreation programs.  
-Chuck Germaine, 425 Woodland Place, Leonia, NJ- Mr. Germaine is in support of Mr. Quinton and feels there should be equal rights between the two communities.  

-Bill Juric, 615 Undercliff Avenue, Edgewater, NJ-  Mr. Juric is the youth baseball coach in Edgewater and is in support of Mr. Quinton.  He feels all children should have equal opportunity to participate in recreation programs.  
-Debra Wright, 600 Broad Avenue, Leonia, NJ-  Mrs. Wright requested the Dog Park situation be revisited by the Commission.  She is disturbed by the comings and goings of the dog owners and their pets.  

-Rae Cornblitt, 596 Broad Avenue, Leonia, NJ-  Ms. Cornblitt feels there is a problem at Lakeview Park.  She feels dog owners are not following the rules and regulations of the park, therefore children can not sled on the hills in the winter.  She pointed out various off leash locations surrounding Leonia.  She reminded the Commission of the petition presented to them at a previous meeting.  She concluded with the fact that she felt the majority of off leash participants were non residents.
.  

-Tom Muir, 404 Pine Hill Road, Leonia, NJ-  Mr. Muir would like to revisit the possibility of surveying the Lakeview Park off leash hours again.  It is his belief that it could be done in a more anonymous fashion.  Mr. Muir also questioned the possibility of acquiring baseball pants for all participants and the hiring of high school students to umpire the games.  

-Pam Gorges, 325 Beachwood Place, Leonia, NJ-  Mrs. Gorges would like to see  limited space on sports teams in Leonia eliminated.  She does not want to see children turned away from signing.  She would prefer to see late fees instituted.  
A presentation was given to the Commission on sustainability by Councilman Hawkins and Mr. William Russell.  

Let the minutes reflect Commissioner Churchill has joined the meeting.  8:14 pm.  
MINUTES:

- A motion was made to accept the Minutes of November 25, 2008, by Commissioner Leap.  Seconded by Commissioner Wilson.   Minutes approved. 

FINANCIAL REPORTS:

-Chairperson Chalkin invited Alternate Commissioner Leonard to sit down with the Recreation Staff for a better understanding of how to read the financial reports. 
- Activities-Recreation-Swim Club-Senior

-After a brief discussion a motion was made to approve the Recreation Activities, Operating, Swim Club and Senior Financial Reports by Commissioner Leap.  Second by Commissioner Competiello.  Approved.  

CORRESPONDENCE:

-The Commission Phone Log was given to the Commissioners for corrections and additions.  

After a brief discussion all correspondence was accepted.
Let the minutes reflect Commissioner Wilson has left the meeting.  8:50 pm
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Swim Club Committee

-Superintendent Davidson requested to have a meeting as soon as possible.   A brief overview was given as to where the Swim Club stands as of this date.  Commissioner Competiello suggested to Superintendent Davidson that in the event a concessionaire is needed, to reach out to the new company the schools are not using.  
Program & Fees Committee 

-No meeting was held.  Superintendent requested a meeting be held before the next Commission meeting. 
Council Liaison Report

-Council Liaison Raucci congratulated Alternate Leonard on her appointment to the Commission and Commissioner Rhodes and Commissioner Mahoney’s reappointment.  Council Liaison Raucci gave an overview of the Borough’s economic status.  
OLD BUSINESS:

- Commission By Laws Revisited– Chairperson Chalkin relayed to the Commission a request from Mayor Heveran to consider changing the By Laws to having two Public Portions.  After a lengthy discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Competiello to adopt the revised By Laws, of 2009.  Second by Alternate Leonard.  Unanimous.  
-Commissioner Competiello requested Superintendent Davidson invite Mayor Heveran to the next Commission meeting in February.
NEW BUSINESS:

-Edgewater E-mails-  Chairperson Chalkin reviewed the emails with the Commission and expressed her concern at the use of the term, prejudice.  Commissioner Mahoney agreed this is a financial issue not a prejudicial issue.  She stated all non residents are charged an out of town fee.  There is no selection of some towns yes and some no.  Residents not only pay through a fee, but also pay to maintain programs, fields, salaries and buildings through taxes.  To have out of town residents pay the same as a resident would be then giving them a discount.  
Superintendent Davidson answered question from the Commission regarding out of town fees and Edgewater residents.  She pointed out several fallacies stated in the email and was dismayed at the term, prejudice.  
The Commission unanimously agreed to support the policy of out of town fees to non residents.

.   
-Volunteerism- Commissioner Rhodes would like to see the Commission come up with ways for the community (adult and children) to give their time and talent to the town through volunteering and donations.  Get the people involved with making this a better town.  
-Recreation/Administration/Booster Meeting- Superintendent Davidson gave an overview of the meeting held on January 15, 2009.  Topics discussed were as follows:
1. Press Box at Sylvan Park

2. Annual Pool Party at the Swim Club

3. Tree Sale in Wood Park

4. Sports Booster minutes in Commission Packets

5. Expired Field House lease

6. Liaison to attend Sports Boosters meetings.  Alternate Commissioner Leonard will be the official liaison to the Sports Boosters.

-Little League Flyer-  Program Supervisor Powers presented the Little League Flyer, approved to be sent out to the residences via the schools, in three languages.  The residents are confused and thought this was sent from the Recreation Department.    Superintendent Davidson expanded on the subject and suggested the Commission reach out to the Superintendent of the Board of Education. 
-Concert Committee-  The Concert Committee will meet Tuesday, February 3, 2009.
At 9:58 P.M., a motion was made by Commissioner Leap to adjourn.  Second by Commissioner Mahoney.  Approved. 

