LEONIA RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF

MAY 26, 2009     
Chairperson Chalkin called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m, duly 

publicized, and in accordance with the Sunshine Law.

PRESENT:
Chairperson Hillary Chalkin, Commissioner Bob Leap, Commissioner Brenna Mahoney, Commissioner David Rhodes, Commissioner Danyel Competiello, Alternate Commissioner Jennifer Leonard, Council Liaison Raucci and  Superintendent Barbara Davidson. 

ABSENT: Commissioner Tom Wilson, Commissioner Steve Churchill and Program Supervisor  Powers.
 PUBLIC PORTION:

-Rae Cornblitt, 596 Broad Avenue, Leonia, NJ-  Ms. Cornblitt expressed her concern as to the removal of the hill at Lakeview Park.  She requested the cost of the renovations.  She also feels the off leash dogs are dangerous.  

-Donna Maxwell, 103 Overlook Avenue, Leonia, NJ-  Ms. Maxwell informed the Commission that people are parking on Pine Hill Road, using the path from the Community Garden to the gate which enters Lakeview Park.  She does not want to see taxpayer money used to improve the park.  
-Ida Servilio, 482 Broad Avenue, Leonia, NJ-  Ms. Servilio is not in favor of the proposed Lakeview Park improvements.  Councilman Raucci was addressed, personally, by Ms. Servilio.  Chairperson Chalkin informed Ms. Servilio that this was the Recreation Commission Meeting and not a Mayor & Council meeting.  

-Recording Secretary Orlowski reminded the public that the Public Portion of the Commission Meeting was not a forum for debates between the public and the Commission.   
-Rosa Riotto, 140 Sylvan Ave., Leonia, NJ-  Mrs. Riotto inquired as to why the baby pool was closed on Opening Day Weekend and when it would reopen.  Superintendent Davidson responded. 

-Dwayne Wright, 600 Broad Ave., Leonia, NJ-  Mr. Wright informed the Commission of  a dog attack at Lakeview Park.  

-Debra Wright, 600 Broad Ave., Leonia, NJ-  Mrs. Wright informed the Commission of an incident, involving a DPW worker, while working at Lakeview Park.  
-Chairperson Chalkin closed public portion.

-Superintendent Davidson addressed the public on the baby pool issue, proposed improvements, Grant budget for Lakeview Park and the dog attack.  

-Councilman Raucci explained the funds being used for the proposed Lakeview Park improvements are “Grant” funds and not taxpayer money.  These improvements will benefit all who use it.  Lakeview Park is a Green Acres Park and not just for the enjoyment of Leonia Residents.   

-Chairperson Chalkin reminded all in attendance that dogs are allowed in all Leonia parks, with the exception of Sylvan Park, at anytime of  the day as long as they are on a leash.  

-Commissioner Leonard inquired as to why Lakeview Park was chosen, over other locations, for the off leash hours.  Superintendent Davidson responded.  

-Commissioner Rhodes concurred with Superintendent Davidson as to the fact Lakeview Park has been underutilized for many years until off leash hours were instituted.  
-Commissioner Competiello read a letter to the Commission.  Midway through the letter Chairperson Chalkin explained to Commissioner Competiello that this was not the proper order of business for a letter of this length and magnitude.  Proper procedure would be to have it placed on the agenda.  Commissioner Competiello disagreed with the procedure and proceeded with accusations of agenda misconduct.  Chairperson Chalkin called Commissioner Competiello out of order.  Discussion ensued.  Superintendent Davidson requested the minutes reflect an adversarial environment.  
A motion was made by Commissioner Leonard to go into closed session for the purpose of personnel issues and By Law violations.  Second by Commissioner Leap.  4 in favor.  2 opposed.  

Time 8:00 pm.

Closed Session

At 8:23 pm meeting resumed.

MINUTES:

- A motion was made to accept the Minutes of April 28,  2009, by Commissioner Leap.  Seconded by Commissioner Mahoney.    Minutes approved. 

FINANCIAL REPORTS:

- Activities-Recreation-Swim Club-Senior

-A motion was made to approve the Recreation Activities, Operating, Swim Club and Senior Financial Reports by Commissioner Leap.  Second by Commissioner Rhodes.        Approved.  

CORRESPONDENCE:

-  After a brief discussion on the Opening Day Ceremony for the Swim Club all correspondence was approved.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Swim Club Committee

-Superintendent Davidson gave a brief overview of the Swim Club budget and fielded questions on pool related issues.                             
Program & Fees Committee 

-No meeting was held.   Superintendent Davidson gave an overview of the Baseball / Softball season.  
Council Liaison Report

-Council Liaison reported on the Lakeview and Wood Park Grants.  First Night, August 4th,  venues were discussed.  Councilman Raucci relayed his dismay as to the condition of the parks in Leonia.  These issues will be addressed during a walk through with the Borough Administrator, Superintendent of DPW, Councilman Raucci and Superintendent Davidson.  
Sports Booster Liaison Report

-No official meeting was held.  The discussion included the annual Pool Party  and ticket sales.  Chairperson Chalkin inquired if the Commission was interested in placing an ad in the Sports Booster Booklet.  The Commission opted not to place an ad.                                                                      
OLD BUSINESS:

-No Old Business was discussed. 
NEW BUSINESS:

-Chairperson Chalkin presented to the Commission the proposal of eliminating the July and August meeting.  A motion was made by Commissioner Leap to eliminate the July meeting.  Second by Commissioner Rhodes.  Approved. 
-Superintendent Davidson relayed a request from Senior Coordinator Cassidy to increase Mr. Carmey Cross (senior bus driver) salary from $17.00 per hour to $18.00 per hour.  Request denied.  

-Alternate Commissioner Leonard requested the two holes in the Wood Park baseball fence be repaired along with moving the bleachers.  Commissioner Competiello requested the light in the Wood Park men’s room be replaced.  Superintendent Davidson will facilitate all requests.  

RESOLUTIONS:

-No resolutions presented.   
PUBLIC PORTION #2:
-Suzanne Aleksic, 128 Sylvan Ave., Leonia, NJ-  Requested an explanation as to why the baby pool was closed over the Memorial Day weekend.  Superintendent Davidson responded.  
-Michael Wright, 600 Broad Ave., Leonia, NJ-  Michael is afraid to go to Lakeview Park since someone was bitten by a dog.

-Rae Cornblitt, 596 Broad Avenue, Leonia, NJ-  The neighborhood wants everyone to have access to Lakeview Park.  Ms. Cornblitt wants all dogs to be leashed.  
-Dwayne Wright, 600 Broad Ave., Leonia, NJ-  Mr. Wright feels the off leash hours are dangerous and reviewed with the Commission his conversation with an OSHA representative.  

At 9:10 pm Commissioner Leap made a motion to adjourn.  Second by Commissioner Rhodes.  Approved.
