LEONIA RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF

SEPTEMBER 24, 2013
Chairperson Gold called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m, duly publicized, and in accordance with the Sunshine Law.

PRESENT:
- Chairperson Ira Gold, Commissioner Bob Leap, Commissioner Tony Puzzo, Commissioner Jodi Krakower, Commissioner Chris Rainey, Commissioner Brenna Mahoney, Commissioner Karl Marquardt, Council Liaison Greg Makroulakis, Superintendent Davidson, Program Supervisor Patrick Powers and Recording Secretary Joann Orlowski.
ABSENT:

MINUTES:

- A motion was made by Commissioner Leap to accept the minutes of June and July.  Second by Commissioner Mahoney.  Approved. 
FINANCIAL REPORTS:

- Activities-Recreation-Swim Club-Senior

-A motion was made by Commissioner Mahoney to accept the financial reports for May, June, July and August.  Second by Commissioner Puzzo. Approved. 
PUBLIC PORTION:

- No public present.
CORRESPONDENCE:

- Letter from Dudley Allan Park Incident- A lengthy discussion was had on the incident that occurred on September 8, 2013 on the Dog Run side of the park.  Superintendent Davidson informed the Commission that this incident was in the hands of the Mayor and Council.  Commissioner Puzzo would like to go on record requesting to know what actions the Mayor and Council take against the parties involved.  Council Liaison Makroulakis reported the parties involved are in litigation and the Borough is pending disciplinary action towards the employee.  
-  Letter from Attorney William Rupp – Superintendent Davidson reported that this letter was informational only since it is between the Borough and the Claimant.  Discussion was had by the Commission as to the future of the Men’s Night Basketball Program and Open Rec.  Superintendent Davidson will meet with Chief Rowe about opening the Gym at night to youths and adults and developing a new Open Rec Program.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Swim Club Committee

-The Swim Club Committee met 2 weeks ago.  Commissioner Leap reviewed the items discussed at that meeting with the Commission as a whole.  

-Let the minutes reflect Commissioner Marquardt has joined the meeting.  Time 8:02 pm.

A lengthy discussion ensued on the proposed incentive to alleviate the End of Season staffing problem that occurred this 2013 season.  

-Capital projects were introduced by Superintendent Davidson and questions were fielded from the Commission. 
- A vote was called for the approval of the Swim Club 2014 Budget.

- Commissioner Puzzo made a motion to approve the 2014 Swim Club Budget excluding the Capital Projects portion.  Commissioner Marquardt Seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  Chairperson Gold called for a show of hands.  5 voted to approve.  2 (Commissioner Puzzo and Commissioner Rainey) voted against. Motion Carries.  
-Commissioner Puzzo made a motion to approve the Capital Budget for Swim Club 2014 season.  Second by Commissioner Mahoney.  Discussion on the motion, none.  Chairperson Gold called for a show of hands.  All in favor.  Motion Carries.  

Program & Fees Committee 

-The Program and Fees Committee met one week ago and discussed all the issues brought up, by the public, at the July Commission Meeting as well as new programming for the Rec Center.  All public issues, concerning Baseball and Softball, were addressed and resolved.

Program Supervisor Powers introduced the Summer Camp End of Season Report.  NO DISCUSSION WAS HAD.  NO 2014 PROPOSALS WERE MENTIONED.  OF COURSE NOT.  WHY WOULD ANYONE WANT TO TALK ABOUT REC.  IF A POOL WERE ATTACED TO IT THEN IT WOULD BE DISCUSSED AD NAUSEAM. SO WHEN THE POOL IS GONE BECAUSE THE REC CENTER IS GONE THEN MAYBE SOMEONE WILL WAKE UP AND DISCUSS REC!  Just my opinion…
Marketing Committee 

-The Marketing Committee did not meet. 
Council Liaison Report
-Council Liaison Makroulakis had no report.  He inquired as to why the Pool (AGAIN POOL…. ALWAYS POOL) Suggestion box was never installed.  Now the entire Commission is talking about pool AGAIN and Chairperson Gold wants to spend all and any money on pool to make it even more beautiful then it already is.  Why have any reserve?  To quote Commissioner Leap lets just blow the wad and Superintendent Davidson cautioned everyone (especially Commissioner Marquardt) not to shoot your load too soon.  
Yes people I had to actually sit through this with a massive hang over!!!!!

- Council Liaison Makroulakis confirmed to the Commission that as of January, Commission meetings will be on line.  The Commission will meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at the Boro Annex.  
Sports Booster Liaison Report

- No report was given.
OLD BUSINESS:

-Parks Maintenance Review-  Informational only.  

-Station Park Update-  Bids for this project will be opened Thursday, November 26, at 11:00am.  The work is slated to be completed by December 6, 2013.
-Recreation Building Update- Superintendent Davidson informed the Commission that this project is 2 months behind schedule and progress is slow. According to the contract LaRocca has 22 days to finish the project or incur significant fines. 

-Shade Tree Grant for Wood Park-  The Shade Tree Committee did not receive the Grant they asked for so there will be no new trees planted in Wood Park.  

-Upper Sylvan Park Grant-  Superintendent Davidson informed the Commission that there is less money, at the County Level, than originally believed.  She is not sure how this will impact the Grant Request from the Recreation Department for Upper Sylvan Park.   
NEW BUSINESS:
- Recreation Budget – Superintendent Davidson introduced the Recreation 2014 Budget to the Commission.  A motion was made by Commissioner Leap to accept the 2014 Recreation Budget, as presented.  Second by Commissioner Puzzo.  Approved. 
- Donation Request from Palisades Park Little League-  Commission agreed to decline this request. 

- Parks Walk Dates – The Commission will conduct the annual Parks Walk on Sunday Oct. 20, 2013 starting at Dudley Allan Park at 11:00am. 
RESOLUTIONS: 

-No resolutions
PUBLIC PORTION:

- Noreen Wilds, 157 Glenwood Ave, Leonia, NJ – Mrs. Wilds came to the Commission to discuss the accident that happened to her son, Matthew, this summer at Wood Park Camp.  Matthew was playing on the playground rock wall, fell and broke his arm.  She would like to see the camp put into protocol that is the playground equipment is wet the children not be allowed to play on it and should a child fall or get hurt don’t move them.  The Commission thanked Mrs. Wilds for her suggestions and wished her son well. 
At 8:23 pm, a motion was made by Commissioner Leap to adjourn, second by Commissioner Krakower.  Approved.
