LEONIA RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF

JANUARY 27, 2010 

Acting Chairperson Chalkin called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m, duly 

publicized, and in accordance with the Sunshine Law.

PRESENT:
-Acting Chairperson Hillary Chalkin, Commissioner Karl Marquardt, Commissioner Bob Leap, Commissioner Brenna Mahoney, Commissioner Jennifer Leonard, Superintendent Barbara Davidson, and Council Liaison Ingrid Brennan.
ABSENT:

Commissioner Tom Wilson and Program Director Patrick Powers.
-Acting Chairperson Chalkin welcomed newly appointed Commissioner Marquardt and Council Liaison Brennan to the meeting. 

SELECTION OF OFFICERS:

Commissioner Leap nominated Commissioner Chalkin for the position of Chairperson.  Second by Commissioner Mahoney.  Discussion.
-A motion was made by Commissioner Mahoney  to accept the nomination of Commissioner Chalkin as Chairperson.  Second by Commissioner Leap.  Roll called.
Approved.  

Chairperson Chalkin nominated Commissioner Mahoney for the position of Vice Chairperson.   Second by Commissioner Leap.  Discussion.
-A motion was made by Chairperson Chalkin to accept the nomination of Commissioner Mahoney as Vice Chairperson.  Second by Commissioner Leonard.  Roll called.   Approved. 

Commissioner Mahoney  nominated Commissioner Leap for the position of Treasurer.  Second by Commissioner Leonard.  Discussion.
-A motion was made by Commissioner Marquardt to accept the nomination of Commissioner Leap as Treasurer.  Second by Chairperson Chalkin. Roll called.   Approved.  

SELECTION OF COMMITTIES AND CHAIRS:

Chairperson Chalkin suggested the Committees and Chairs be appointed according to the seniority of Commissioners.  The Commissioners expressed their desire as to which committee they would like to serve on.  After a brief discussion, Chairperson Chalkin stated the committees to be  the following:

Swim Club Committee:  

Commissioner Leap and Commissioner Leonard.  Commissioner Leap will act as Chair. 

Program & Fees Committee:  
Commissioner Mahoney and Commissioner Marquardt.  Commissioner Mahoney will act as Chair.  
Commissioner Wilson and the new Mayor & Council Appointee will be placed on committees at the February meeting. 
Let the minutes reflect Mayor Mary Heveran has joined the meeting.

MINUTES:

- A motion was made to accept the Minutes of November 24, 2009, by Commissioner Leap, seconded by Commissioner Mahoney.  4 yeas, 1 abstention.  Commissioner Marquardt abstained due to the fact he was not present at the meeting.

FINANCIAL REPORTS:

- Activities-Recreation-Swim Club-Senior

-After a brief discussion a motion was made to approve the Recreation Activities, Operating, Swim Club and Senior Financial Reports by Commissioner Leap, second by Commissioner Mahoney.  4 yeas, 1 abstention.    Commissioner Marquardt abstained due to the fact he was not a part of the Commission body in 2009.   

 PUBLIC PORTION:

-No public wished to speak.
-Honorable Mayor Mary Heveran addressed the Commission, welcomed newly appointed Commissioner Marquardt and Council Liaison Brennan.  
CORRESPONDENCE:

-The Commission Phone Log was given to the Commissioners for corrections and additions.  

After a brief discussion all correspondence was accepted.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Swim Club Committee

-Superintendent Davidson gave a brief overview of the condition of the Swim Club after the wind storm.  
Program & Fees Committee 

-No meeting was held.  Superintendent Davidson gave an update on Baseball / Softball registration.  
Council Liaison Report

-Council Liaison Brennan thanked the Commission for their warm welcome.   She assured the Commission she is there to help in any way possible.  
OLD BUSINESS:

-Sylvan Park Project / Wood Park Project update- Superintendent Davidson reviewed with the Commission the updates for the two parks and their renovations.  Discussed was a timeline for bid openings, changes and construction initiation, “Green” mulch options, retaining wall and fencing.     
PUBLIC PORTION:

 Mayor Mary Heveran, 562 Broad Ave., Leonia, NJ-  Mayor Heveran encouraged the Commission to take advantage of Council Liaison Brennan by her bringing thoughts and ideas back to the Mayor & Council.  Mayor Heveran would like to see a Spring Fling at Dudley Allen Park evoking residents to come and picnic and spend time there.   
Mayor Heveran inquired as to the status of Edgewater residents paying an out of town fee.  Superintendent Davidson replied that the Commission’s decision was to not restructure the fees.   Chairperson Chalkin asked for this subject to be placed on the February agenda for further clarification.  
NEW BUSINESS:

-Winter Programming 2010-  Superintendent Davidson reported that registrations were down, with Winter Basketball being at an all time low.  This could be due to the fact that brochures are not being mailed out and the economy.  The Recreation Department will look into alternate ways to get the information to the residents of Leonia.  
-Summer Camp 2010- The preschool camp will run at ACS with the possibility of changing classrooms mid session.  The Commission was informed that SACC camp will end starting in 2011.  The Recreation Department is discussing ways to accommodate the working residents for the summer of 2011.  
-Volunteer Background Checks- This subject was originally brought up at the Mayor & Council level.  Superintendent Davidson expressed her concerns as to the cost of this service.  After a lengthy discussion it was decided this topic will be discussed by the Programs & Fees Committee with a formal proposal to the Commission at a later meeting.  
-Donation of wind screen-  Informational only

-LHS Valentine Dance Donation- The Commission will donate a certificate worth  $100.00 for Recreation programs to the LHS dance. 

-Plaque for Former Commissioner-  The Commission will honor Former Commissioner, Steve Churchill at the February 2010 Commission Meeting. 

-Youth Basketball 2011-   Commissioner Marquardt presented an idea to develop a more competitive basketball program for the children who are unable to play for the CYO program.  It was recommended that this topic be discussed by the Programs & Fees Committee with a formal proposal to the Commission at a later meeting.  

-Superintendent Davidson informed the Commission on a meeting between herself, Borough Administrator Terhune, Ellie Spiegel, “Reverend Peggy” and Maria Andrews  to use the gym, one day a week, for the day laborers to play soccer.  By a show of hands the Commission agreed to the proposal on a trial basis.  
-The Sports Boosters Pool Party will be June 12, 2010.

At 9:44 P.M., a motion was made by Commissioner Leap to adjourn, second by Commissioner Mahoney.  Approved. 

