LEONIA RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF

FEBRUARY 23, 2010 

Chairperson Chalkin called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m, duly 

publicized, and in accordance with the Sunshine Law.
Chairperson Chalkin welcomed newly appointed Commissioner Gold to the group and invited him to meet with Superintendent Davidson and Office Manager Orlowski for a better understanding of the day to day operations of the Rec. and the finances involved. 
PRESENT:
- Chairperson Hillary Chalkin, Commissioner Karl Marquardt, Commissioner Bob Leap, Commissioner Brenna Mahoney, Commissioner Jennifer Leonard, Commissioner Tom Wilson, Superintendent Barbara Davidson, Program Director Patrick Powers and Council Liaison Ingrid Brennan.
ABSENT:

MINUTES:

- A motion was made to accept the Minutes of January 26, 2010, by Commissioner Leap, seconded by Commissioner Leonard.    Commissioner Gold abstained due to the fact he was not a part of the Commission body at the time of the meeting.       
FINANCIAL REPORTS:

- Activities-Recreation-Swim Club-Senior

-After brief discussion, a motion was made to approve the Recreation Activities, Operating, Swim Club and Senior Financial Reports by Commissioner Leap, second by Commissioner Leonard.  Commissioner Gold abstained due to the fact he was not a part of the Commission body.       

 PUBLIC PORTION:

-No public present. 
CORRESPONDENCE:

-After brief discussion, all correspondence was accepted.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Swim Club Committee

-No report given.

Program & Fees Committee 

-A meeting was held.  Topics discussed are as follows:

-2011 Basketball program- The Committee proposed an in-house Intramural program beginning at the 4th grade level, to be developed for the 2011 Basketball season.  A full presentation will be made at a later meeting.
-Let the minutes reflect at 7:47 Commissioner Wilson has joined the meeting.  

-Let the minutes reflect at 8:02 Commissioner Marquardt has joined the meeting.

-Edgewater Out of Town Fee-  The Commission has concerns about the new Edgewater Softball Program.  After a lengthy discussion the Commission concluded the policy of Out of Town Fees will remain as is. 
-Let the minutes reflect at 8:06 Council Liaison Brennan has joined the meeting.  

-May Day Proposal-  Superintendent Davidson reviewed the tentative plans for the May Festival, to be held on May 1, 2010 at the Dudley C. Allen Park.  The time frame will be from 11:30am to 2:30pm with a DJ, Hot Dogs, and Pop Corn for all who attend.  More information to come. 
-Spring Brochure-  The Commission was presented with a prototype for an inexpensive, tri fold brochure type flyer, to be mailed to all residences.  The Commission unanimously approved the mailing. 

-Background Checks-  The Committee presented Policy #10, Coaches Code of Conduct, with a new section, #4 for coaches to sign, in lieu of background checks. The new section states there is nothing in their background as pursuant to State Statute, which would disqualify them from being a coach.  Council Liaison Brennan will present it to the Mayor & Council and the Boro Attorney as to its legality.  
-Baseball / Softball Update-  Program Supervisor Powers gave an 
up to date report on rule changes, numbers and special team placement requests.  
Council Liaison Report

-No report was given.
Sports Boosters Liaison Report
-No report was given.

-A motion was made by Commissioner Leap to move to Public Portion.  Second by Commissioner Gold.  Approved 
PUBLIC PORTION:

-Let the minutes reflect at 8:55pm Commissioner Mahoney joins the meeting.  

-Chairperson Chalkin recognized, and presented, former Commissioner Churchill with a plaque, and thanked him for his years of service.  Commissioner Churchill humbly accepted the plaque and wished the Commission continued years of success.

-Jon Abouaf, 345 Magnolia Place, Leonia, NJ-  Mr. Abouaf addressed the Commission on the progress of the newly formed Sports Boosters Senior Boys Baseball program.  Commissioner Mahoney thanked Mr. Abouaf  for his dedication to the boys in town.  
OLD BUSINESS:

-Proposed Press Box- Commissioner Marquardt reviewed the specs for the Press Box and fielded questions from the Commission.  The project should be completed by Opening Day.
A motion was made by Commissioner Mahoney to accept the gift of a Press Box from the Sports Boosters.  Second by Commissioner Leonard.  4 yeas, 2 nays, 1 abstention.  Commissioner Marquardt abstained due to a conflict of interest.  
-Sylvan Park Bids- Superintendent Davidson gave a report as to the winning bid for the project.  Berto Construction will begin work the week of March 15, 2010.
NEW BUSINESS:

-Proposed Policy 16-  Superintendent Davidson explained the circumstances surrounding the need for Policy 16.  Commissioner Mahoney made a motion to approve and put forth Policy 16.  Second by Commissioner Gold.  Approved. 

-Leonia Recreation 50 years in the making-  The Commission would like to plan a special event for the 50th Anniversary of the Leonia Recreation Center.   
-Commissioner Leonard requested the Commission revisit the pitching machine policy for the Rookie League.  A lengthy discussion ensued.
At 10:00pm Recording Secretary Orlowski called a Point of Order reminder stating By laws require the meeting to end by 10:00 pm.  Chairperson Chalkin called for a motion to extend the meeting.  Commissioner Marquardt motioned to continue the meeting to resolve the pitching machine issue.  Second by Commissioner Leonard.  5 yeah, 2 nay .  

Pros and cons were presented.  It was the consensus of the Commission to maintain the pitching policy for the Rookie League as is.  
At 10:17 P.M., a motion was made by Commissioner Marquardt to adjourn, second by Commissioner Leap.  Approved. 
