LEONIA RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF

FEBRUARY 22, 2011
Chairperson Chalkin called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m, duly 

publicized, and in accordance with the Sunshine Law.

PRESENT:
- Chairperson Hillary Chalkin, Commissioner Karl Marquardt, Commissioner Bob Leap, Commissioner Brenna Mahoney, Commissioner Jennifer Leonard, Commissioner Ira Gold, Commissioner Greg Makroulakis, Superintendent Barbara Davidson, Council Liaison John De Simone and Program Supervisor Patrick Powers.
ABSENT:
MINUTES:

Commissioner Leap made note that he was referred to as Chairperson Leap in the Minutes of January 25, 2011.  A motion was made to accept the Minutes of January 25, 2011, as amended, by Commissioner Leap, seconded by Commissioner Gold.  Approved.
FINANCIAL REPORTS:

- Activities-Recreation-Swim Club-Senior

-After a brief discussion a motion was made to approve the Recreation Activities, Operating, Swim Club and Senior Financial Reports by Commissioner Makroulakis, second by Commissioner Leap.   Approved
PUBLIC PORTION:

-Michael D’Angelo, 132 Highwood Ave., Leonia, NJ-  Mr. D’Angelo felt that for the 2011 Baseball Season the AAA teams should be reshuffled, regardless as to where they played last year.  He would be willing to see a new draft among the coaches or have the Superintendent and Program Supervisor pick the teams.                            
-Jim Tramontana, 360 Allaire Ave, Leonia, NJ- Mr. Tramontana is also in support of seeing the teams rebalanced for the upcoming year.  He is worried about the 7th graders not having a league to play on.  They are too old for AAA and too young for Major boys.  Mr. Tramontana would be open to the idea of allowing them to continue to play on AAA.
-Bob Cappadona, 149 Chestnut St., Leonia, NJ- Mr. Cappadona feels this would be the best year to rebalance the teams.  

-Jack Peters, 142 Park Ave., Leonia, NJ- Mr. Peters reminisced what the coaches, years ago, would do to balance teams.   

CORRESPONDENCE:

-All correspondence was approved.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Swim Club Committee

-The Swim Club Committee did not meet this month.  Superintendent Davidson gave an overview of where the club is as far as opening up.  She informed the Commission the installation of the solar panels has been pushed back approximately one month because of the extreme weather.  
Program & Fees Committee 

-The Committee met and discussed several issues facing the Recreation Department this spring.  A lengthy discussion ensued on the following topics:
The newly instituted Basketball League and its success.

Baseball:



Age verses grade



Attrition from Leonia into Pal Park. 



Restructuring of divisional ages.  

Draft verses Recreation Department creating teams.  

Must across the board for all divisions.



Registration recap.



Senior Programming.

A motion was made by Commissioner Leonard to keep the existing teams with their 2010 coaches, in place and all new players will be placed on teams, by the Recreational expertise of the Recreation Administrators.  Second by Commissioner Leap.  Roll called.  5 yeas.  2 nays.  Carries.  
Marketing Committee 

-Commissioner Gold informed the Commission that the committee had a meeting and was planning to have another meeting tomorrow.  He recapped on the topics discussed.  They were: Sending E Blasts in color, Leonia Day, Swim Team, allowing residents to swim for free, early practices for kids who work, renting space at the club for private parties, shuttling seniors, limiting the amount of times one can be a guest and a new resident discount for one year.

Council Liaison Report

-Council Liaison De Simone informally spoke about background checks.  At this time the Mayor & Council will not be able to fund the project. 
Sports Booster Liaison Report

-No report was given.
OLD BUSINESS:

-Wood Park Project Update-  Superintendent Davidson reported that the project was moving along at record speed.                  

-Renaming of the Hardball Field request-  Superintendent Davidson spoke on the legal issues of renaming Borough Property.  After a lengthy discussion a motion was made by Commissioner Makroulakis to name the boy’s hardball field the Edward R. Miller Field, and to commemorate the loss in accordance with the recommendation from the elected officials.  Second by Commissioner Marquardt.  Approved.
PUBLIC PORTION:

 -Jack Peters, 142 Park Ave., Leonia, NJ- Mr. Peters thanked the Commission for their consideration and support concerning the renaming of the boys hardball field.  
NEW BUSINESS:

-Commissioner Mahoney thanked Superintendent Davidson for her participation in the Annie Lee fundraising.  Commission concurred.
-AED Information for Rec. and Pool was tabled until next month.  
At 10:00 P.M., a motion was made by Commissioner Leap adjourn, second by Commissioner Gold.     Approved. 

