T .
he Leonia Shade Tree Commission i charged with

protecting maintainj enefits to our community and its

7 N, O oy

town’s most im ort & énd rep’emshmg one of our residents. This includes reducing soil erosion and stormwater

e portant suburban assets — jts’ fabulous runoff, improving air quality, protecting wildlife habitat, provide
on of shade trees. wind breaks, energy-saving shade/cooling and trees increase

If you look at Google Earth property values. The treatment of trees on each property can
] of years of commitment u th’ YEU Cé?n see the results have a significant impact not only on individual properties,
Commission S € Leonia Shade Tree but aI.so on the shgred toyvn’s tree canopy in elnt|rety. These
: ItS residents, benefits increase in relation to the strengthening of our canopy.
Leonia has been recognized annya|| ; By establishing and maintaining maximum tree cover, Leonia
Arbor Day Foundation a5 a“T : At National can realize the maximum gains its suburban forest can provide
ree City U.S.A.” since 1990, to all its residents.
Why do we need a Shade Tree Ordinance? How the New Ordinance works:
Despite the Shade Tree Commission’s efforts to maintain the A property owner or contractor doing tree removal work
Borough's canopy through planting of trees each Spring and Fall must apply for a Tree Removal Permit with the Leonia
- the removal of trees on private on Borough property, since 2004, Leonia has lost at least 16% of Building Department before removing a tree. The property
The Ordinance spe.akS IS t prohibit the removal of its tree canopy. The fact is, 85% of Leonia’s trees exist on private owner will pay a filing fee of $20.00 and a Tree Replacement
property. The Ordinance does o '.E)es 2 property OWNer property and planting on the Borough right-of-way (between the Fee of $350.00 per tree to be removed at the time of filing the
trees on private property. It l’eune coment Fee sidewalk and curb) has become an increasing struggle due to the Tree Removal Permit. For dead, dying, diseased or fatally
to obtaina permit anq pay alTree ‘ntgining orote cting, interference of power lines and uplifting of sidewalks. damaged trees, a Tree Removal Permit is still required before
which will be used toinvest mall healthy, trees with In response, the Leonia Shade Tree Commission introduced, removal but the Tree Replacement Fee is waived provided
and replenishing our caqopy- "([))nB?-l”) +f 8" or more and the Borough adopted on April 1, 2020, a Tree Ordinance a written determination by Licensed Tree Expert hired by
a Diameter at Breast R ound) are protected addressing the removal of trees on private property. the property owner and color photographs are provided
(measured 41/2 feet from the gf Leonia is now one of many towns in Bergen County that have with the application. No Tree Removal Permit is required
under the Ordinance- recognized the substantial value of trees to the community by for any tree that presents an imminent safety risk to person
adopting an ordinance that governs the removal of trees on or property. However, it is required that within 7 days
How to care for trees on your property? private property. The loss of a large mature shade tree has the following such removal, the property owner notifies the
Go to www.arborday.org potential to change the visual and physical landscape in the same Building Department in writing of such emergency removal
How to request a Borough tree planting? manner as an overdeveloped and improperly planned house and provides color photographs taken of the tree prior to its
Commission is also responsible for planting new trees. To or building. While there are existing building and zoning laws removal.
be put on the list to have a new tree planted on the Borough governing the development on private property, until now there Any tree existing on private property, deemed to be healthy,
Right-Of-Way in front of your home, send request via the has been no similar law governing the indiscriminate removal of measuring 8” diameter or more, cut down without a Tree
“Request Service” link and select “Trees.” shade trees on private property. Removal Permit, puts a homeowner at risk to be fined.

Please visit the Shade Tree Commission page on leonianj.gov

and you will find the Tree Removal Permit and Tree Ordinance along with frequently asked questions.
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