Minutes of the Leonia Shade Tree Commissions’ regular meeting held Wednesday December 8, 2010
The meeting was in compliance with the Open Meetings Act as the date, time, and place of all regular meetings were filed with the Borough clerk on January 1, 2010 and had been properly publicized

Present:
Jane Wilson (Chairperson), David Dolch, Vince Scordo, Richard Stenken, Pete Shanno, Gloria Arlak,

Absent: Vanesa Marks, Christine Healy-Sammis, Anne Bonadies

Council Liaison:
 Not Present

The meeting was called to order at 7:36 PM

Minutes: 

The minutes of the November 10, 2010 meeting were read.  By motion of R Stenken, seconded by P Shanno, the minutes were approved as amended.

Public Portion: 

No public was present.
Council Liaison’s Report:

The Council Liaison was not present..
Chairperson’s Report:
Correspondence

No new correspondence has been received.

Tree City USA Report
The Tree City USA Report is underway. We are currently waiting for budget details and a tree removal count from the Leonia Department of Public Works.

Community Management Plan

The new 5 year community management plan, as required by the State, should be done soon.  The State has changed the format of the plan requirements, and now requires a listing of STC goals.  A discussion on possible goals was held.

· Tie-in with Leonia schools on tree education

· Tie-in with local clubs (Rotary, Lions, etc) as speakers to educate about the role of the STC

· Coordination with Leonia Preserve for information on specimen trees

· Investigate possibility of residents sponsoring a tree to be placed on Boro land.

Linden Terrace

The Boro Engineer says that the trees removed from Linden Terrace during the paving project will be replaced with Lilac Trees of the variety Syringa Reticulata  “Ivory Silk”.  These are small flowering deciduous trees that are appropriate for planning under power lines or in confined curb lawns.  The Leonia STC agrees with this choice of tree. There is no information at this time about the replacement of the tress that were removed from Hawthorne Terrace

Commissioner’s Reports

P Shanno
A boro tree on the corner of Hillcrest and Lakeview is covered with ivy. This is something that the boro will not remove. P Shanno gave the homeowner permission to cut the ivy at the roots.

J Wilson

155 Christie St – Marked for removal

101 Prospect – Pin Oak needs to be trimmed

Re-Submitted the request for the removal of the dead tree on Grand Ave to the State.

D Dolch

307 Van Orden – Resident was not home. Trees in question abut the rear yard. Just received permission from the resident to enter the back yard. Needs follow up.

219 Overlook – Branch from tree near driveway is overhanging the roof of the house. Submitted for trimming

15 Brook Terrace – Trees appear to be in good condition. It is hard to determine if any branches are dead when there are no leaves.  Reassess in the spring.

2010 Planting Report

There are about 20 sites listed on the list.  G Arlak and J Wilson will manage the list and plan for 2011

Old Business

None

New Business

The idea of having residents dedicate trees was discussed.   The general idea is that residents could pay for part (or all) of the costs for a tree to be planted on Boro property.  In exchange, a plaque noting who funde the tree and why could be placed at the base of the tree. The STC will look into the costs of adding such a plaque and the overall cost of a tree. This is something that could be promoted at the Leonia Day event.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM

Respectfully Submitted

David Dolch, Secretary

