Minutes of the Leonia Shade Tree Commissions’ regular meeting held Wednesday March 9, 2011
The meeting was in compliance with the Open Meetings Act as the date, time, and place of all regular meetings were filed with the Borough clerk on January 1, 2011 and had been properly publicized

Present:
Jane Wilson (Chairperson), David Dolch (Secretary), Gloria Arlak, Vince Scordo, Christine Healy-Sammis, Vivian DeMarco, Anne Bonadies
Absent: Pete Shanno (Vice Chair), Richard Stenken,
Council Liaison:
 Philip Choi
The meeting was called to order at 7:32 PM

Minutes: 

The minutes of the February 9, 2011 meeting were read.  A correction in the Correspondence section concerning the Shade Tree Management Plan was noted.. By motion of A Bonadies, seconded by V DeMarco, and vote of the Commissioners, the minutes were approved as amended.

Public Portion: 

No public was present.

Council Liaison’s Report:
There will be approximately a $2,000 operating budget for the Leonia STC in 2011. There are no plans for a 2011 planting budget.  The Borough Budget is still not complete at this time. 
The Leonia STC Commission stressed to the Liaison that without a planting budget, there is not much that the STC can do to maintain Leonia’s tree canopy. Each year trees are removed for a variety of reason, and if they are not replaced, the Borough will suffer. The Liaison will bring the concerns of the Leonia STC back to the Council. 

Chairperson’s Report:
Correspondence

The New Jersey Shade Tree Federation sent a request for our annual dues of $125.00.  These will be paid from the operating budget..
CORE Training


CORE Training will be held in Paramus on April 2, 2011. Reservation must be made by March 18, 2011.  Commissioners who have not received this training are encouraged to attend. Please check your calendars for availability. Commissioners V Scordo and V DeMarco will be attending. Commissioners R Stenken and A Bonadies are tentative, and will confirm with J Wilson by March 14, 2011.
Inspection Request

A telephone request for a tree evaluation was received. Elaine Salva, 215 Vreeland – Branches breaking off of 2 trees.  Assigned to D Dolch 
Commissioner’s Reports:

G Arlak

320 Westview – Tree has been taken down.. 
J Wilson


183 Oakdene – 2 Maples have been marked for removal


155 Christie Heights – Request for removal was re-submitted to DPW


199 Christie Heights – Tree marked for removal

D Dolch


106 Van Orden – Tree in question for removal is not a Borough tree




Submitted request to remove hanging branch from Borough Sycamores.

2011 Planting / BSF Grant:

The RFQ package for the 2011 spring planting program that will be funded by the BSF grant was submitted for review by the Commissioners. With some minor modifications the package was agreed upon and will be sent out to prospective bidders with a requirement to submit bids in time for action at the next STC meeting.

Arbor/Earth/Leonia Day – May 15, 2011

All major entertainment has been contacted and booked. A number of requests for table sites have been received from local organizations. Parts of the park will be unavailable for use this year due to renovations in the park. J Wilson will bring a map of the available park areas to the next STC meeting, so the STC can lay out and assign areas for attractions / vendors / groups/

Tree Canopy (Green Team)

D Dolch investigated calculating the Leonia tree canopy coverage using New Jersey GIS data. This was found to be impractical due to the type of data available. D Dolch noted that the iTree software suite will be introducing a new module – iCanopy – that appears to be able to perform this function. This software should be free of charge. When this module is available D Dolch will again to attempt to quantify this data for the Leonia Green Team.

Old Business:

None

New Business:
None

Adjournment:

By motion of D Dolch, seconded by C Healy-Sammis, and vote of the Commissioners, the meeting was adjourned at 8:23 PM
Respectfully Submitted

David Dolch, Secretary

