Minutes of the Leonia Shade Tree Commissions’ regular meeting held Wednesday November 9, 2011
The meeting was in compliance with the Open Meetings Act as the date, time, and place of all regular meetings were filed with the Borough clerk on January 1, 2011 and had been properly publicized

Present:
Jane Wilson (Chairperson), David Dolch (Secretary), Gloria Arlak, Anne Bonadies, Richard Stenken,
Absent: Pete Shanno (Vice Chair), Christine Healy-Sammis, Vivian DeMarco, Vince Scordo
Council Liaison:
 Not Present
The meeting was called to order at 7:44 PM

Minutes: 

The minutes of the October 12, 2011 meeting were read.  By motion of G Arlak, seconded by A Bonadies and vote of the Commissioners present, the minutes were approved as read.
Public Portion: 

Peter Knott, Leonia resident, was present. Mr.Knott inquired about the extent of the storm damage and the amount of the STC budget.
As of this meeting, 2011 statistics are

41 Trees removed due to age / non-storm damage

72 Trees pruned

44 Trees removed as a direct result of storm damage

The STC has requested a $10,000 budget for the next fiscal year. This covers both plantings and operations.

A discussion was had about the apparent lack of understanding about the operations, benefits, and requirements of the Leonia STC in the Leonia Community. R Stenken and J Wilson will compile a fact list about the Leonia STC. J Wilson will have V Scordo wordsmith and publish said list.

Council Liaison’s Report:
The Council Liaison was not present.
Chairperson’s Report:

J Wilson has received a letter from the State of New Jersey. The Leonia STC Community Forestry Plan that was filed with the State has been approved.

A letter was received from the Leonia Middle School.  There will be an Earth Day table during their April 4, 2011 science day and they are looking for someone from the STC to be at it. Since this is during school hours (10:40 AM – 1:15 AM) J Wilson will coordinate with Commissioners who can make this time frame.

The resident at 319 Park had branches from a Boro tree come down during the recent storms. The resident contacted Cherokee Tree services to remove the branches, who then billed the resident. The resident is seeking reimbursement for the bill from the Boro.  The issue is currently before the Mayor & Council.

A letter was received from a resident on Moore Ave who is removing a private fir tree from his property. He wishes to donate this tree to be used as this year’s Christmas tree in the Boro triangle. The resident was advised that the tree that is in the triangle is a live tree and is not replaced each year.  


A number of trees were discussed where the services of a Certified Tree Expert need to be retained. Kevin Downs Tree Service is currently operating under contract in Leona for storm clean up, and has a CTE on staff. J Wilson will contact the Downs CTE and have him evaluate the following trees

194 Highwood – Silver Maple


132 Sylvan – Red Oak


324 Westview – Southern Maple


144 Broad – Silver Maple


144 Park – Tree species unknown. Resident wants the tree removed despite evaluation by STC Commissioner.


J Wilson and V DeMarco attended the New Jersey Shade Tree Conference. They each obtained 4 CEUs. This fulfills the Leonia CEU requirements for this year.

Commissioner’s Reports:

D Dolch
· 106 Van Orden – Submit for trimming. Re-evaluate #2 tree (Sycamore) that is leaning in the Spring during leaf out. No evidence of root lifting.
· 223 Van Orden – Tree is hollow and has evidence of prior damage. Marked for removal

· 231 Van Orden – Tree is in good condition. Branch that fell was dead/damaged. There appear to be no other dead limbs in the tree.

New Business:

There is some confusion as to if the State of New Jersey will be sponsoring an Arbor Day Poster Competition this year. C DeMarco will follow up with them.


The fall planting that was scheduled for the end of October was postponed because of the snow storm. The planting will now take place towards the end of November.

Old Business:


No Old Business
Adjournment:

By motion of J Wilson, seconded by G Arlak, and vote of the Commissioners present, the meeting was adjourned at 8:23 PM
Respectfully Submitted

David Dolch, 
Secretary

