Minutes of the Leonia Shade Tree Commissions’ regular meeting held Wednesday December 14, 2011
The meeting was in compliance with the Open Meetings Act as the date, time, and place of all regular meetings were filed with the Borough clerk on January 1, 2011 and had been properly publicized

Present:
Jane Wilson (Chairperson), David Dolch (Secretary), Gloria Arlak, Vince Scordo
Absent: Pete Shanno (Vice Chair), Christine Healy-Sammis, Vivian DeMarco, Anne Bonadies, Richard Stenken,

Council Liaison:
 Not present
The meeting was called to order at 7:43 PM.
Due to double scheduling of a Planning Board Meeting, the meeting of the Shade Tree Commission was forced to change locations. The meeting was held in the Leonia Recreation Center. Commissioners waited at the original meeting location until after the scheduled start time.

Minutes: 

The minutes of the November 9, 2011 meeting were read.  Three typos were noted. By motion of G Arlak, seconded by V Scordo, and vote of the Commissioners present, the minutes were approved as amended.
Public Portion: 
No public was present.
Council Liaison’s Report:
The Council Liaison was not present.
Chairperson’s Report:

The Tree City USA on-line application has been filled out and submitted. Part of the certification for a Tree City requires a minimum of a $2 per capita spend on tree maintenance.  Leonia has approximately 8,000 people, requiring a $16,000 spend. Tree removals are estimated to cost $1,000 and tree pruning is $450. In 2011 to date, Leonia has performed 120 removals, 150 pruning, and 42 plantings. We have easily exceeded the required spend.

Down’s Tree Service has evaluated the 3 trees that required the services of a Certified Tree Expert.


194 Highwood – Tree needs a crown reduction and cable with through bolts.



132 Sylvan – Remove dead and broken branches



324 Westview – Remove broken limbs, remove hazardous limb over driveway.

As the Leonia DPW is not equipped or trained to perform through bolting, the DPW will attempt to prune the tree on 194 Highwood. Work requests have been submitted for the required work.

The $377  raised by T-Shirt sales at Leonia Day and the $1,533 Shade Tree Trust Fund have been combined with the existing $1,205 left in the budget, creating a total of $3,115.  The purchase requisition of $2,208 for the fall planting has been submitted. When this is paid, there will be a remainder of $907 in the Shade Tree Commission operating budget.


The resident at 150 Highwood complained that the roots from a Boro tree have infiltrated their sewer lateral and have been causing sewer back-ups. They want the tree removed. The resident was given a copy of the Leonia Sewer Policy concerning trees. The tree will not be removed.

There is a 9 (nine) foot wide easement that runs between Irving and Reldyes. There are a number of Boro trees in this easement that need attention. The DPW has advised that they cannot fit their equipment in this easement. Homeowners on both Irving and Reldyes have put in requests to have these trees trimmed. There appears to be no utilities in this easement. J Wilson will submit a letter to the Mayor and Council advising to either hire a contractor to trim this easement, or to explore the possibility of selling this land to the abutting residents.
Commissioner’s Reports:

D Dolch
· 215 Overlook – Submit to remove hangers and trim. Resident may have to contact local utilities to remove limbs that are hung up on the electric service.
· 125 VanOrden – Submit to remove hangers and trim. Resident may have to contact local utilities to remove limbs that are hung up on the electric service.
· 25 Brook – Submit to remove hangers and trim large broken branch that is over the shared driveway.
V Scordo
· 332 Harold – Advised resident that the tree in question is not a Boro tree, rather it is on private property

J Wilson
· 144 Park – Marked for removal

· 226 Ft Lee Road – Elevate and prune

· 157 Ames – Peeling bark section, dead branch hanging – trim.

· 149 Park – Broken limbs in tree

· All Saint’s – Broken limbs in tree

· Wood Park – Hanging limbs in Sycamore,  remove them. Dead tree in SW corner, marked for removal.

· 21 Linden – Trees have been removed

· 132 Christie – Submit for pruning

· 174 Prospect – Submit for removal
· 135 Hillcrest – Submit for removal

· Moore & Grand Apts – Remove hanging branches

· 121 Christie - Remove hanging branches
· 219 Christie - Remove hanging branches

· 250 Broad - Remove hanging branches

· 120 Maple – Two pine trees in question are OK

· 45 Linden – Resident wanted advice on private tree in backyard.
New Business:

Arbor/Earth/Leonia Day will be May 12, 2012
Old Business:


The Fall tree planting was completed towards the end of November. One resident refused a tree. This tree was planted at an alternate site.
Adjournment:

By motion of J Wilson, seconded by G Arlak, and vote of the Commissioners present, the meeting was adjourned at 8:11 PM
Respectfully Submitted

David Dolch, 
Secretary

