Minutes of the Leonia Shade Tree Commissions’ regular meeting held Wednesday January 11, 2011
The meeting was in compliance with the Open Meetings Act as the date, time, and place of all regular meetings were filed with the Borough clerk on January 1, 2012 and had been properly publicized

Present:
Jane Wilson (Chairperson), Pete Shanno (Vice Chair), David Dolch (Secretary), Gloria Arlak, Richard Stenken, Christine Healy-Sammis,

Absent: Vivian DeMarco, Anne Bonadies, Vince Scordo

Council Liaison:
 Doug Salamon

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM.

Minutes: 

The minutes of the December 14, 2011 meeting were read.  The status of the tree at 194 Highwood was clarified. By motion of G Arlak, seconded by D Dolch, and vote of the Commissioners present, the minutes were approved as amended.

Public Portion: 

No public was present.

Election of Officers

Officers for the 2012 calendar year were elected. By motion of R Stenken, seconded by G Arlak, and unanimous vote of the Commissioners present, the following slate was elected

Chairperson – Jane Wilson

Vice-Chairperson – Peter Shanno

Secretary - Vincent Scordo

District Assignments

By discussion of the Commissioners present, the following district assignments were decided upon for 2012:

District 1 – J Wilson & A Bonadies

District 2 – G Arlak

District 3 – C Healy-Sammis

District 4 – R Stenken

District 5 – P Shanno

District 6 – V DeMarco & V Scordo

Council Liaison’s Report:

The Council Liaison had no new news to report from the Mayor and Council. The following items were discussed and the Liaison will bring this information back to the Mayor and Council for action.

There has been a lack of funding of the Shade Tree Commission. The operating budget is barely enough to cover the CEU and community education requirements that are mandated by the State of New Jersey. The planting budget has been cut completely and there are currently no funds left for any additional tree plantings.

PSE&G has been pruning since the last few storms that caused extensive damage and power loss. They have been working throughout the borough and have been very responsive to residents requests for information.

Commissioner (and Secretary) David Dolch is leaving Leonia and as such can no longer serve as a Shade Tree Commissioner. The Mayor will have to appoint someone to fulfill the remainder of his term. A number of suggestions were given to the Liaison. 

Chairperson’s Report:
The NJ Annual Accomplishment Report is now a two page narrative that is done on-line. The website is not open for posting as of yet, but our report will be posted as soon as the site is open.

The  9 (nine) foot wide easement that runs between Irving and Reldyes was discussed at the last meeting.  J Wilson submitted a letter to the Mayor and Council advising to either hire a contractor to trim this easement, or to explore the possibility of selling this land to the abutting residents. No further information has been received.

Resident at 307 Van Orden has trees growing in the Borough easement that is behind his property. The limbs of these trees hang over his property. He wants them trimmed. The Borough equipment cannot access this area. The resident was advised that the trees are not hazardous, and he has permission to trim the portion of the tress that are over his property line if he so wishes.

The ordinance concerning the trimming of hazardous private trees was discussed. The ordinance is an avenue of last resort where a resident can be forced to bear the expense of trimming a private tree if the tree is deemed hazardous and no action is being taken by the resident. Two properties were discussed. 106 Palmer place has a dead stalk on the property (tree with limbs removed). This is not a hazard. The resident paid a tree company to remove the hazardous limbs, but the stalk is not in any danger of falling. 45 Linden has trees in the backyard that are claimed by the resident to be hazardous. These will be examined by a CTE in the spring during leaf out.

Commissioner’s Reports:

D Dolch

· 222 Overlook – Tree in question is indeed on Borough property, however it is also NOT on 222, but on 224 Overlook. J Wilson will contact the residents at 224 and inform them that this tree will be removed.

G Arlak

· 118 Glenwood – resident has three trees they want removed. 2 of the 3 in question are Borough trees (the other is private). The Borough trees will be re-evaluated in the spring.

J Wilson
· 141 Paulin – High hanger needs removal

· 132 Christie – Dying Norway Maple marked for removal

· 342 Park – 2 trees have hangers that need to be removed

· 119 Vreeland – 2 London Planes in good condition – no action

· 127 Eastview – Prune rotten branch

· 132 Eastview – Trunk is rotten – marked for removal

· 485 Ft Lee Road – 4 big hangers in Pin Oak

· 417 Birch – Storm damage, needs pruning

· 232 Christie Heights – Rotten trunk, dying – marked for removal

· 226 Christie Heights – Healthy Pin Oak should not be removed to address sidewalk & drive issue

· 224 Overlook – Mushroom growth, mark for removal

· 212 Camly – One tree marked for removal, other is not a Borough tree

New Business:

The In-School Earth day exhibit will be April 4, 2012 from 10:40 – 1:15 at the Leonia Middle School. J Wilson and G Arlak will attend.

Arbor/Earth/Leonia Day will be May 20, 2012

The Memorial Day parade will be May 28, 2012

Old Business:  None
Adjournment:

By motion of J Wilson, seconded by P Shanno, and vote of the Commissioners present, the meeting was adjourned at 8:31 PM
Respectfully Submitted

David Dolch, 

Secretary

