Minutes of the Leonia Shade Tree Commission’s regular meeting held Wednesday, May 10, 2017.

The meeting was in compliance with the Open Meetings Act as the date, time and place of all regular meetings were filed with Borough Clerk on Jan 1, 2017 and had been properly publicized.

Present:  Jane Wilson (Chairperson), Christine Healy-Sammis, Imanta Bergmanis, Vivian DeMarco, Gloria Arlak, Bill Ziegler (Council Liaison), Kate Mirababa
Absent: Anne Bonadies, Julie Ulbrich, and Richard Stenken
The meeting was called to order at 7:35pm.
Minutes:  The minutes of the April meeting were read and by vote of the Commissioners present, the minutes were approved.

Public Portion:  No public were in attendance.
Council Liaison Report:  Bill Ziegler
New Recycling pale – may pick up in town and require driver’s license or utility bill to prove residency.  Provided through the Environmental Committee.
Proposal for new recycling program – Pay as You Throw.  Leonia pays $30/ton for commingled recycling, $70/ton for waste, BUT receives $60/ton for paper recycling.  Leonia was once a leader in the recycling percentage when it first started but is now recycling at below the national average.  National average is 25% and Leonia only recycles at 19%.
315-317 Magnolia Ave – dead tree taken out.

Chairperson’s Report:
1. Approached by Arbor Counselling group regarding assistance with doing Tree Inventory and Maintenance.  Declined at this time.  Fee involved and commissioners currently providing this service to the town.
2. Tress for removal April-May:
423 Gold Course Drive – ½ tree spilt in windstorm and insects in trunk.
[bookmark: _GoBack]411 Birch lane – dead tree.
174 Prospect – 3 Cherry trees growing out of retaining wall.
345 Glenwood (on Magnolia side) – small dead cherry.
2 Ash trees on Glenwood.
3. Pruning:  222 Glenwood – pruning.

Commissioner’s Reports:
	90 Highwood Ave – 3 Oak trees for eval.

Leonia Day – Imanta.
	-Itinerary presented and discussed.
	-Big stage available for the day.
	-Sunday, 12-4 pm.
	-Planning banner over Broad Ave.
	Street signs for silent auction available again.
	T-shirt for STC will be green and $5.00
	-STC table:  T-shirts, seedlings, books -$10.  Pamphlets.  Will need 1 table.  Have a banner and will use duct tape to secure.  Food permit if baking.

Memorial Day parade:
	-Parade will start at 11:30 am from the Middle School so should plan to be there 11:00 a.  Jane, Vivian and Imanta to march.


Annual Walk-About – District 6
	Fort Lee Rd north to the Hills and Broad Avenue to the east.

1.Broad Ave and Fort Lee Road.  Van Orden Court and Christie Heights East of Broad Ave.  (Imanta & Christine).
2.Elm Place, Beechwood, Magnolia, Woodland, Hillside to stop sign, Overlook Terrace, Hill Top Ave (Vivian & Jane).
3.Oritani, Cumley, Warwick, Linden, Hawthorne, Woodland Place (Kate).
4.Glenwood from Fort Lee Rd to cul-de-sac, Birch Lane, Vreeland from Broad to Golf Course Drive, Pine Hill Road, Dogwood, Golf Course Drive.  
5.Grandview Terrace, Nordholf, Edgewood, Ridgeland, Fairway, Greenway Drive.

Gloria, Richard, Julie and Anne have not been assigned an area to eval.  Numbers 4 & 5 are still open for selection.

New Shade Tree Ordinance – 
	Discussion of the Shade Tree Ordinance pertaining to the removal of trees on private property in Leonia by residents was again discussed.
	-Permit fee discussed.
	-No fine or cost for replacement discussed if permit fee was raised to an appropriate cost.
	-Removal of healthy trees - $350.
	-DBH – definition –already in proposal.
	-Reasonable value of cost of removal of tree permit was discussed as equal to the average cost of planting a new tree.
	-Permit by tree Removal Company required. 
	-“Exceptions” – dead or diseased trees.

None.

STC adjournment.

Adjournment:  By motion of Jane Wilson and a vote of the Commissioners present, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Christine Healy-Sammis.
