Minutes of the Leonia Shade Tree Commission’s regular meeting held Wednesday, September 14, 2017. 
The meeting was in compliance with the Open Meetings Act as of the date, time, and place of all regular meetings were filed with the Borough Clerk on January 1, 2017 and had been properly publicized. 
Present: Jane Wilson (Chairperson), Christine Healy-Sammis, Imanta Bergmanis, Vivian DeMarco, Gloria Arlak, Bill Ziegler (Council Liaison).  Absent were members Richard Stenken, Julie Ulbricht and Kate Mirbaba.  Also present was John Belitsky.     
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.
Minutes: The minutes of the June 14, 2017 meeting were read.  By the vote of the Commissioners present, the minutes were approved. 
Public Portion: No public present
Council Liaison Report:   See the Attachment 1 attached hereto. 
NJ Shade Tree Conference:  Ms. Wilson reported that the annual NJ Shade Tree Conference is scheduled for October 19 and 20, 2017.  There was discussion on who is able to attend.  
Commissioners reports: 
There was discussion on an issue reported by resident with a tree trunk turning up a sidewalk on Crescent Avenue.  There was discussion on the option of taking up the sidewalk since there is only a small section of sidewalk on that part of the street.  Mr. Ziegler will raise the proposal with the Mayor.   
Ms. Wilson reported that the Shade Tree Trust Fund received $350 from the property owner whose request to remove a Sycamore tree to make way for the addition of a garage was approved by the Committee.  
There was discussion on the damaged trees on Grand Avenue near Park Avenue that were removed by the Department of Transportation.  
Ms. Healy reported that she sent an evaluation to the DPW requesting the removal of a dead tree in front of 140 Glenwood.  Ms. Healy reported that the DPW explained that PSE&G must first take the tree down below the electric lines and then the DPW can remove the tree.  
Walkabout District:  There was discussion on the status of the walkabout of District 6.  There was discussion on the arrival of the Emerald Ash Borer (“EAB”) in Leonia.  Ms. Wilson reported on the damage she observed in Ash Trees in the 6th District that looks like damage caused by the EAB.  Ms. Wilson reported that 30 Ash trees have been marked for removal due to their sudden serious decline with large dead limbs and another 15 will be pruned and monitored.  Ms. Wilson reported that she posted a notice about the EAB on Leonia Talks.   There was discussion on leaf rust found on species of fruit trees.  
Fall Planting:  Ms. Wilson reported that 32 trees will be planted in the fall.  The total price is $8,400.  Ms. Wilson reported she received three bids and Downes Tree Service came in with the lowest bid.   

CSIP Grant:  Ms. Healy will work with the Assistant Borough Clerk to prepare a declination letter. 
New Ordinance:  There was discussion on Shade Tree Ordinances of other towns, including the fees imposed. There was discussion on the process for approval of the Ordinance.     
New/Old Business:  None 
Adjournment:
By motion of Jane Wilson and a vote of the Commissioners present, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully,
Imanta Bergmanis 


Attachment 1
	Address 
	Assessment

	178 Broad Avenue 	
	Remove dead limb over street

	62 Paulin
	Remove large hanging branch 

	412 Lester
	Remove Maple for heaving ++ sidewalk

	244 Fort Lee Road
	Prune back branches from house

	276 Leonia Avenue 
	Sycamore on street needs pruning

	119 Van Orden 
	Remove (5’ tree planted 10 years ago) 

	536 Nordhoff Drive 
	Prune 3 trees

	Station Parkway 
	Remove big dead Pin Oak 

	524 Broad Avenue
	Remove dead Ginko

	328 Vreeland 
	Remove 20’ dead tree

	348 Vreeland (on Golf Course Drive)
	Remove small dead tree in hedge

	203 Van Orden (on Hillcrest) 
	Remove Sycamore – rotten trunk base – larger than 8’

	[bookmark: _GoBack]218 Van Orden 
	Prune dead branches over tree 

	228 Overlook Avenue
	Remove Ash (possibly Emerald Ash Borer)

	138 Broad Avenue 
	Prune large dead branch over street

	311 Moore 
	Remove large hollow tree

	
	Prune 4 other trees

	203 Glenwood Avenue (on Fort Lee Road) 
	Remove (County) 

	462 Golf Course
	Prune

	423 Washington Terrace 
	Remove huge Pin Oak (fungi, split)

	222 Glenwood Avenue 
	Prune and raise 3 trees

	95 Van Orden 
	Remove dead Maple

	324 Beechwood 
	Prune 3 trees

	325 Magnolia 
	Remove dead Cherry Tree 

	344 Allaire 
	Raise and prune

	140 Glennwood (Allaire) 
	Remove dead Norway Maple 

	140 Overlook 
	No action 

	310 Crescent 
	Prune

	314 Crescent
	Prune

	333 Westview 
	No Action 

	16 Hawthorne Terrace
	Prune 

	129 Woodland Place
	Prune

	404 Allaire 
	Prune 

	109 Glenwood Avenue 
	Remove dying Ash 

	415 Ridgeland Terrace 
	One limb on Oak Tree taken down 
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